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Pus.isHeD Every Saturpay 
Te.tePHony PusiisHinc Company 
Vor. 74 No. 16 


Over 500 t 
compan 

states are mi usi 
several Phonometers 
each with satisfac- 
tion and increasing 
toll earnings 


Send for One 
on Approval 
Price $5 
Postpaid 
GRAVES TIMING 
DEVICE CO. 
26th and Penna. Ave. 


Send for Folder PHILADELPHIA 


go around ina 
circle if you are 
looking for a bet- 

| ter anchor than 
the 


EVERSTICK 


—there’s a reason. 
Write sor literature 


EVERSTICK 
Anchor Co. 
8t. Louis, Mo. 


“PRESSED STEEL” 


WALL BRACKETS for 1 or 2 Wires 


There’s a variety of 
LL 


BRAC K ETS for 
telephone service, 

“B. & K.’’ insures 
permanency of con- 
struction and econ- 
omy ofu og ‘keep. 

“B. & K.’’ Brackets 
have so many exclu- 
sive features that 
you should write for 
a copy of our tele- 
phone catalogue. 

THE “B. & K.**? MFG. CO. 
Railroad St., New Britain, Conn. 


Telephone Cables 


L SHES AND CAPACITIES 

4 Hard Drawn Copper 

Telephone Wire. 
Z\\ Galvanized Iron Tele- 

phone Wire. 
Siemens-Martin and 
= Strength 
Strands. 


aMERIC: N ELECTRICAL WORKS 
PHILLIPSDALE, R. |. 


CONNECTOR CO.INC.NY. 


SOIOL On 


THE tig 


CHICAGO, APRIL 20, 1918. 





The Calculagraph 


is the standard meter for 
toll charges. 


It records and prints the elapsed time of toll 
messages. Thousands are in use by 
Telephone companies. 

Write for literature 


Calculagraph Company 


Dept. 16 30 Church St., New York City 


Ghe 
hardened steel 
f point pierces the 
/ insulation and makes 
b> 3 positive test 
*™ connection; 
use the meshed 
jaws for bare 
wire testing; 


FRANKEL’S ELECTRIC TESTING CLIPS 


secure a perfect test connection in ten seconds. 
PRICES 


Yo. 2521—Less than 12 


ERSoFTHE BEST ONLY WRITE 


FORA 
COPY OF 
RA N K F L THE 
FRANKEL 
CATALOG 


e 





_—— 


FEY JOURNA 


mw —— 10 Cents 
Yearty, VU. S. A., $3; CANADA, 3 
ALL OTHER CountTrIEs, 


American Steel & Wire Co.’s 


W.& M. 


TELEPHONE 
WIRE 


AMERICAN STEEL & WIRE C0. 


Chicago New York Cleveland 
Worcester Pittsburgh Denver 


CEDAR 
POLES 


Wire or write for 
delivered prices 


NATIONAL POLE CO. 
ESCANABA :: :: MICH. 





FAULTLESS 


POLE GUY 


ANCHORS 


fill every requirement 
that an anchor should. 
Really Holds. 


Doesn’t Creep. 
Costs little to install. 
Can be reclaimed. 


FAULTLESS ANCHOR 
& MFG. CO. 


Fostoria, Ohio 


S SCRULIX ANCHORS . 





208 hand 
teclideeeenest 


W. N. Matthews & Bro., Inc. 


St. Louis, Mo. 

















THE LEICH INDUCTION COIL 


DOES “ITS BIT” TO MAKE LEICH TELEPHONES SUPERIOR 





An induction coil designed to give 
maximum efficiency in service and 


accounts for the fine transmission quali- = 7 


ties of the Leich Telephone. 


Equipped with both screw and solder terminals this coil 
can be used to advantage in replacing defective coils. 


It’s handy to have a supply in your grip when ona repair trip. 














Prices and description in Catalog No. 17 


LEICH ELECTRIC CO. 


Telephones, Switchboards, Accessories 


GENOA, ILLINOIS 


DISTRIBUTORS 


ELECTRIC APPLIANCE COMPANY TELEPHONE & ELECTRIC SUPPLY CO. 
Chicago, Dallas, San Francisco, New Orleans Spokane, Wash. 
ST. PAUL ELECTRIC CO. B-R ELECTRIC COMPANY 
St. Paul, Minn. Kansas City, Mo. 





























For Appearance and Service | 


SWEDISH-AMERICAN 
No. 90 Desk Telephone Outfit 


This outfit combines a beauty of appearance that will please the 
most exacting, with the substantial service-giving qualities of 





























SWEDISH-AMERICAN products. 


It is an ornament to the living room—without an equal in a busy office, and a 
proved success as a booth telephcne. 


The stand and stool are furnished in golden or dark mission oak. The 
handsomely finished portable telephone rests on the table. 


The generator, ringer, and batteries, are placed on the under side of the 
table, which is hinged and swings up, making all parts readily accessible. 


Write for Catalogue No. 32 and Price List 


Swedish-American Telephone Manufacturing Co. 
5235-5257 Ravenswood Avenue, CHICAGO | 
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By the Way— Wilson, calling attention to the undeni- desirable and in the national interest.” 


Let this fact sink into your mind, Mr. 
Telephone Man. 





During the first three months of 1918, 
rate-making bodies granted rate increases 
to 473 electric, gas and street railway 


companies. 





Are telephone companies equally alive 
to the importance of securing a reason- 
able rate? What have you done in your 


own case to get that needed increase? 





Now is the time to apply to your state 
cr municipal authorities for the additional 
revenue required to keep up with in- 
creased costs of operating. There never 
will be a better opportunity. Do it now. 


Send the Word Along. 


Telephone companies could adopt with 
profit to themselves, the plan of certain 
Chicago public utilities in enclosing with 
their monthly bills a printed slip con- 
taining the letters that passed between 
Secretary McAdoo and President Wilson 
regarding rates for public service. 

In this way the fact is brought directly 
to the attention of the subscriber that 
these two government jeaders believe that 
in these trying times, the public owes a 
Plain duty to public utility companies. 
The subscribers are the public, in whose 


interests commissions 


rate-making are 
supposed to act and if the public desires 
the commissions to give the utilities a 
Square deal, it will be done. 


Secretary 


McAdoo wrote President 





able fact that increased wages and the 
high cost of materials have made it ex- 
tremely hard for public utilities and 
caused “genuine apprehension regarding 
the adequacy under present conditions of 
the service and rates of local public utili- 
ties.” 


The 


“every part of our industrial and eco- 


secretary goes on to say that 


nomic life should be maintained at its 


maximum strength in order that each 
may contribute in the fullest measure to 
the vigorous prosecution of the war. Our 
not be per- 
Mr. Mc- 


Adoo then urges the necessity of rate- 


jocal public utilities must 


mitted to become weakened.” 


making bodies responding to the needs of 
such utilities. In reply President Wilson 
said: 

“I have examined with care the mem- 
oranda and letters which you transmitted 
to me with your letter of the 15th. I 
fully 


garding .the 


share the view you express re- 


importance of the public- 
service utilities as a part of our national 
equipment, especially in war time. 

“It is essential that these utilities should 
be maintained at their maximum efficiency 
and that everything reasonably possible 
should be done with that end in view. I 
that 


where they have not already done so, will, 


hope state and local authorities, 
when the facts are properly laid before 
them, respond promptly to the necessities 
I shall be glad to have 


you communicate with the local authori- 


of the situation. 


ties whenever the information in your 


possession suggests that such a course is 





Telephone companies can help their 


cause materially ‘by laying these opinions 
most influential men in the 


It will 


of the two 
country before their subscribers. 
sentiment favorable to 


help create a 


granting the needed raise in rates. Send 


them out with your next monthly billing. 





Limitations of Public Utilities. 

Some of the limitations surrounding a 
modern public utility were clearly and 
concisely set forth by Theodore P. Shonts 
in a recent address before the Detroit 
The is that 


rates are fixed by public authority—and 


Board of Commerce. first 
time is required to obtain permission to 
change them. 

Taxes are fixed to suit the ideas of 
public authority and without any just re- 
garding to the earning power of the com- 
pany. 

Wage payments ‘are set by changing 
economic conditions, cost of living, wage 
boards and public opinion. Strikes are 
unpopular and a public utility must con- 
tinue to operate, even though it must sub- 
mit to onerous and possibly unjust de- 
mands. 

New money, or capital for investment, 
must be obtained in competition with in- 
dustries and enterprises of every kind 
that may offer better or safer returns. 

In short, the situation of public utility 
companies is that their only source of 
revenue is outside of their control and is 
On the 
hand, expenses mount upward without 


generally a fixed unit. other 


regard to the revenue. 

















“Why Don’t You Look in the Telephone Boox?” 


Consult the Classified! 


Interview with the Directory Advertising Manager of Chesapeake & Potomac 
Telephone Co., in Which He Points Out Ways to Further Popularize the Tele- 
phone Directory—Published by Courtesy of The Transmitter, Baltimore, Md. 











Of course, you know what a telephone 
directory is? It’s a book in which you 
look to find others and others look to find 
you. You probably are also well aware 
that it is published several times a year 
and that it is consulted more times a day 
than any other book of which you know 


Good! But if 


Fine! Well, even granting that you know 
why is a telephone directory, and how 
often it is published, and how many 
times consulted, and the information con- 
tained in the front of the book, your edu- 
cation is still neglected unless you know 
something of the merits of the telephone 


directory as a medium for putting an ad- 
vertising message across. 

At least, that’s what the directory ad- 
vertising manager says. He is the man 
who looks after all the advertising in all 
the directories published by the company, 
the number of which, in consequence of 
spreading out 

















that’s the ex- over new terri- 
tent of your tory, is con- 
knowledge con- stantly increas- 
cerning the tel- ing. 

ephone ___ direc- He talks, 
tory, then, as thinks and lives 
an old-timer directory ad- 
used to tell us, vertising. He 
“your educa- carries a copy 
tion has been of the direc- 
neglected.” For tory around 
instance, do with him w her- 
you know ever he eS, 
about the page and it is fre 
of general in- ported o: him 
formation in that wh he 
the front of the closes hi: eyes 
book and _ the in slum at 
couple of pages night, hi ead 
of places you rests on © stack 
can call and a of _ telcpnone 
line-up of what director! al 
it costs to talk? stead « pil- 

You do? Pointing Out to a Prospect a Desirable Space in the Baltimore Directory. low. 
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We had our little talk the other day 
and he had a whole lot to say about how 
telephone employes in general can make 
the telephone directory popular. Of 
course, it’s popular now, but that popu- 
larity can be increased. 

“It doesn’t occur to the average tele- 
phone man or woman that he or she can 
help in a matter of this kind, but every- 
body can. Now, if every man in the 
telephone business were to realize the 
general usefulness of the telephone di- 
rectory, it would help a lot in getting 
prospective advertisers interested.” 

Here are some of the things the aver- 
age employe can do: 

Refer people to the alphabetical sec- 
tion of the telephone directory for names, 
addresses, spelling, and similar informa- 
tion. 

Refer people to the classified section 
for information as to where to buy 
things—or sell things. 

Buy by telephone from people who ad- 
vertise in the telephone directory and tell 
them at the time you saw 
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wanted to buy a Scotch collie. Again the 
classified section is your first aid. 

“Just think,” said the directory adver- 
tising man, “what it would mean to us if 
all the telephone people kept us in mind 
when buying for their homes and families 
and would tell the people at home about 
it, too.” 

He went a little Every 
family moves occasionally, has cleaning 
and pressing done, burns coal and wood, 
sometimes orders 
cleaned, needs a 
and so on indefinitely. 


into detail. 


flowers, has carpets 
plumber occasionally, 
Why not get in 
touch by telephone with the people in the 
several lines and mention the telephone 
directory ? 

A person isn’t always familiar with the 
names of the people who have moving 
vans. What’s the matter with selecting 
a name from the classified list? Your 
regular dealer may be out of the talking 
machine record you want immediately 
for the dance tonight. You can find an- 


13 





section daily, and not in search of any 
particular number. An example: The 
writer walked in on a friend the other 
day who was deep in the pages of the 
classified. “What’s the big idea?” was 
asked. He said: “I want to have some 
furniture moved and I’m trying to de- 
cide who Ill get to do it.” 

Folks who consult the classified pages 
are already half sold, just as are women 
who consult the advertisements of de- 
partment stores in the newspapers. They 
are in a buying mood. 

The telephone directory is not thrown 
away when once used, but kept on hand 
and used day after day. A newspaper 
is almost obsolete when it is three hours 
old. A copy is frequently seen by only 
one person. The same telephone direc- 
tory is seen and used by hundreds. 

We figured out the other day approxi- 
mately how many people in town the tele- 
phone directory reaches once in its three 
months of life, and the answer was—“at 
least half of the population.” 

Does it surprise you to 





the advertisement there. 
You often see somebody 
trying to ascertain the 
spelling of a man’s name, 
or his initials, or his ad- 
dress. It’s an easy matter 
to suggest to that person 
that the desired informa- 
tion will be found in the 
telephone book—the next 
time he’ll look there with- 





know that, figuring on that 
180 people can be 
reached for one cent spent 
in directory advertising in 
one of our large cities? 
Yes, you have read it cor- 
rectly—180 for a 
cent. 

The telephone 
is not to be 


basis, 


people 


directory 
classed with 
programs and other tempo- 











out any suggestion. rary forms of advertising, 

You meet a man on the which are usually gotten 
street or at a railroad sta- up to raise money for some 
tion. He wants to know charitable purpose and 
on what street a firm is P have no real advertising 
located. Do you suggest —_ value. It is up-to-date. It 
that he look in the tele- is accurate. It is reliable. 
phone directory ? There’s Wherever You Find a Telephone, There You Will Also Find a Directory. Then, too, it goes hand 
usually a public telephone station near by other dealer near your home by consult- in hand with the telephone. The tele- 


at which a telephone directory may be 
consulted without charge. 
But,” says somebody, “a city directory 


is just as good.” Is it? Do you know, 
friend, that in some cities there is no city 
directory published? Again, people move 
around so much that an individual’s ad- 
dres’ is frequently changed before the 
city directory is issued—it usually comes 


out nce a 
eve ly 


year—and besides, nearly 
that is anybody has a tele- 


ph and the telephone directory is 
aly ip-to-date. 

N about the usefulness of the clas- 
Sific ction of the telephone directory. 
Sup; you wished to communicate—by 
tele e or otherwise—with all the 
clers n in a large city. Where would 
you the line-up? In the classified 
secticn’ of the telephone directory, of 
cours 

Suppose you had a yard full of beauti- 
ful r. that you wished to sell in a 


hurry, Wouldn’t you look up the florists 
im the classified section? Suppose you 





ing the directory’s classified section. 

Next time you want the carpets cleaned, 
consult the classified section—and when 
you decide to dispose of that old junk 
which has accumulated in the cellar, call 
up one of the advertisers in the telephone 
directory and tell him you saw his name 
there. 

Say a good word for the telephone di- 
rectory whenever you get a chance. It’s 
really an interesting book. 

Here’s a suggestion: You might find 
it interesting some evening to spend an 


‘hour or two poring over the classified 


section of the telephone directory. You'll 
find a lot of things there you hadn’t 
thought of before and, incidentally, you'll 
acquire some information about the ex- 
tent of various lines of business in your 
city. 

Now for some arguments as to why 
people should advertise in the telephone 
directory, especially in the classified sec- 
tion. An advertisement in the classified 
section is seen because people consult that 


phone and the telephone directory are 
always found together. It is a combina- 
tion which brings the buyer and seller 
into direct and immediate 
tion. 

The telephone directory is the logical 
place to advertise a thing which is un- 
usual—something that a person may not 
want every day. People have formed the 
habit of looking in the telephone direc- 
tcry for things which they cannot find 
elsewhere. For instance, a man wanted 
to buy a water motor a couple of years 
ago. The only place he could locate one 
was in the classified section of the tele- 
phone directory. 

We asked the directory advertising man 
te give us a few examples of successful 
advertising. 

“Well,” he said, turning to a certain 
page, “here’s the advertisement of a sea- 
food dealer. A business man was giving 
a little party one night, and at the last 
minute he learned that his regular dealer 
could not supply him with the oysters. 


communica- 
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He looked in the telephone directory, saw 
Hess’ advertisement, and in a few min- 
utes the oysters were on the way. Hess 
wouldn’t think of having that advertise- 
ment left out.” 

One of the most successful cases of 
advertising in the classified comes from 
Washington. A contractor there makes 
a specialty of building brick garages. He 
has been advertising under the heading 
of “Contractors” for some time, but re- 
cently decided to place an advertisement 
also under the heading of “Automobile 
Garages.” 

He has built four garages on contracts 
secured from this advertisement and has 
several prospects in hand. He knows 
these prospects are a direct result of the 
advertisement, because the correspond- 
ence came addressed to “Garage Builder,” 
no other name having been mentioned. 

We asked for something not so spec- 
tacular, more in the every-day line. 

“All right,” said he, “I had three suits 
to be sent to the cleaner, and my wife, 
who had heard me talking about the clas- 
sified section so much, said this was a 
good chance to try it out. We picked out 
a cleaner about half a mile away and 
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asked him to send for the suits. I told 
him I had seen his advertisement in the 
telephone directory and he said if he had 
to go without a meal a day he would not 
give up that advertisement. 

“Then there’s the case of a locksmith. 
He received a call the other day on the 
strength of his advertisement in the tele- 
phone directory and before he was 
through with the job, he had done more 
than fifty dollars’ worth of work.” 

All of which makes out a splendid case 
for the classified. 

“But,” you ask, “what about the adver- 
tising in the alphabetical section or in 
those telephone directories in which there 
is no classified section ?” 

That’s a fair question—we just knew 
you were going to spring that one. 

Here’s the answer: 
in the alphabetical section furnishes good 
general publicity; it enables the advertiser 
tc show the public that he is still doing 
business and it increases his prestige in 
the community. Then, too, his advertise- 
ment at the bottom of the page on which 
his listing appears helps people to locate 
him quickly. Take the name of Smith— 
there’s usually a page of them. The 


An advertisement 
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Smith who has his name advertised at the 
bottom of the page is the first one seen. 
It stands out from all the rest. 

There are some folks who could not 
advertise in the telephone directory if 
they wanted to—and sometimes they do 
want to. These include makers of patent 
medicines, liquor dealers, dealers in “blue 
sky,” or a gentleman with a proposition 
to get something for nothing. 

It may as well be admitted that service 
of any kind—including telephone service 
and advertising service—is not as easy 
to sell as goods. It’s always easier to sell 
a man something he can see and admire 
—a silk shirt or an automobile—than 
something he cannot see, no matter how 
much he needs it. Therefore, a man sell- 
ing service must believe in it with all his 
heart, for he must sell it by the word pic- 
ture he draws of it. 

Advertising is like a straight line, the 
shortest distance between two points— 
the producer and the consumer. It makes 
a drop of ink do the work of a salesman. 
Goods can never be sold unless there is 
a demand, and advertising creates this 
demand in the simplest, most direct and 
least expensive way. 


Preferential Rates Condemned 


Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse Commission Condemns Practice of Allow- 
ing Preferential Rates to Subscribers Owning Instruments—Installation of 
Adequate Accounting Systems Ordered in Rulings 


Company Responsible for Oper- 
ation of Entire Property. 

In granting the application of the Hen- 
drum (Minn.) Telephone Co. for an in- 
crease in rates, the Minnesota Railroad & 
Warehouse Commission condemned the 
practice of allowing preferential rates to 
subscribers owning their own telephones. 

The company sought permission to es- 
tablish a rate of $18 for individual line 
business telephones, $13 for individual line 
residence and $15 for multi-party rural 
telephones, with an additional charge of 
$2 where the company owned the instru- 
ment. Upon making an investigation the 
commission ordered a rate of $21 per year 
established for individual business service, 
which is $1 more than the rate asked by 
the company, and a rate of $15 per year 
for individual residence and multi-party 
rural service. 

The Hendrum Telephone Co. operates 
a local exchange at Hendrum and serves 
20 business stations and 27 residence sta- 
tions in the village, and 158 rural sub- 
scribers. For some time past it has 
charged for its service to all classes of 
patrons, $11 per year, with an additional 
charge of $2 per month where the com- 
pany owned the telephone instrument. 
The company has maintained all its in- 
struments except those owned by the sub- 


scribers, in which case the subscriber pays 
for battery renewals. 

The ruling which was handed down 
April 11 states: 

“The commission is of the opinion that 
whether the subscriber owns the telephone 
instrument or whether the company fur- 
nishes all of the equipment and apparatus 
necessary to the furnishing of the service 
that the subscribers are nevertheless re- 
ceiving a like and contemporaneous serv- 
ice under similar circumstances. 

Telephone companies in furnishing tele- 
phone service must be responsible for the 
operation, maintenance and care of the 
entire physical property of the company 
in order to furnish good telephone serv- 
ice. Where certain subscribers of a tele- 
phone company own a portion of the 
plant in service, the company is not re- 
sponsible for that portion of the plant and 
is unable under those conditions to prop- 
erly perform its duties. 

Ownership of the telephone instrument 
by the subscriber is improper practice and 
the furnishing of service at a preferential 
rate, therefore, is unlawful and the condi- 
tion should be adjusted by the ielephone 


company acquiring ownership of that por- — 


tion of the property owned by the sub- 
scribers. This arrangement places the en- 
tire property under the full control of the 


on Rate Applications 


company, which is then responsible for 
the operation and maintenance, and thus 
enables it to furnish a better telephone 
service.” 

The company was accordingly ordered 
to furnish all facilities and equipment 
necessary in rendering telephone service 
to its subscribers. 

The new rates are to become effective 
May 1 and rentals for service within the 
village are payable monthly in advance 
and for rural service quarterly in ad- 
vance. 


Rate Increase Denied—Books 
Found in Poor Condition. 

The application of the Ivanhoe Tele- 
phone Co., of Ivanhoe, Minn., for per- 
mission to increase its rates was denied 
by the Minnesota Railroad & Wazrehouse 
Commission on April 13, as the commis- 
sion is of the opinion that the present 
rates are sufficient to provide for the 
operating expenses, maintenance, depre- 
ciation and a fair return on the claimed 
value of the plant. 

The present rates of the company are 
$1.50 per month for business stations, $1 
for residence stations and $1 for rural 
stations. The rates asked were, respec- 
tively, $2.25, $1.50 and $1.50. A hearing 
was held in the matter on October 5, 1/17, 
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and no evidence was offered in opposi- 
tion to the application. 

The Ivanhoe Telephone Co. is a co- 
partnership organized July 1, 1914, at 
which time it purchased the Ivanhoe ex- 
change from the Farmers Telephone Co., 
of Gary, S. D., for $3,087. The company 
operates a local telephone exchange with- 
in the village of Ivanhoe and rural lines 
in the vicinity thereof. It serves a total 
of 1&7 stations, of which 39 are business, 
{1 residence and 107 rural. 

The company also operates a toll cir- 
cuit between Ivanhoe and Hendricks, 
Minn. 

In its petition, the company claims a 
plant value of $5,200, and at the hearing, 
a value of $6,500 was claimed. No in- 
ventory or valuation of the property has 
heen made by the petitioner or the com- 
mission. 

The commission's accountant found the 
books of the company in very poor condi- 
tion and incomplete. Apparently very lit- 
tle effort has been made to collect reve- 
nves due from the rural subscribers, as 
the majority had not paid for their serv- 
ice for a year or more. 

Because of the condition of the rec- 
ords, compilation of the revenues and ex- 
penses was found very difficult and it was 
necessary to make a detailed analyis of 
all labor performed and all material pur- 
chased and used during the period exam- 
ined. 

The commission found that under the 
present rates the revenues of the com- 
pany are sufficient to provide for the oper- 
ating expenses, maintenance, depreciation 
and a fair return on the claimed value of 
the plant. It was, therefore, ordered that 
the application be denied. 

In dismissing the application the com- 
mission ordered the company to install a 
system of records and accounts in ac- 
cordance with the uniform system of ac- 

‘ounts for telephone companies prescribed 
by the commission. 


Increase in Telephone Rates Grant- 
ed at Albany, Minn. 


The Albany Telephone Co. was author- 
ized by the Minnesota Railroad & Ware- 
house Commission, on April 13, to in- 
crease its exchange and rural rates at Al- 

‘ny, Minn., and vicinity, effective May 1, 

follows: 

‘ndividual line business, from $1.50 to 
22 per month. , 
individual line residence, from $1 to 
$1.25 per month. 

Rural, multi-party, from $1 to $1.25 per 
month. 

\ two-party residence classification is 
established at $1.50 per month and a two- 
Party residence classification at $1 per 
month. The rural switching rate remains 
at 2 cents per month. 

The company furnishes service to 43 


age , F : 
usiness and 48 residence subscribers in 
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the village of Albany and 27 rural sub- 
scribers. The exchange was purchased on 
June 1, 1915, for $3,600 by A. H. Wester 
and a partner, whom he afterwards 
bought out, the exchange at that time 
serving 93 stations, including rural sub- 
scribers. The plant was constructed by 
the original owners during the year 1906. 


The records of the company were found 
to be very incomplete as to the cost of 
the plant, but it appears that immediately 
after the purchase, the owners began to 
do considerable reconstruction work. 
After an exhaustive examination of the 
records, the commission found that addi- 
tions and betterments to the plant since 
the time of purchase added to the pur- 
chase price of the plant, brings the book 
value to approximately $5,144. 

The commission found that the pro- 
posed rates will not yield more than a 
sufficient operating revenue to provide for 
the necessary operating expenses, ‘leprecia- 
tion and a fair return on the investment 
and that the rates thereunder are fair and 
reasonable. 

In approving the rate increase the com- 
mission also ordered the company to 
install an adequate system of records in 
accordance with the uniform system of 
accounts prescribed by the commission. 


Accounts Do Not Reveal Com- 
pany’s Financial Condition. 


The application of the Farm & Home 
Telephone Co., of Wagner, S. D., to in- 
crease its local and rural rates was dis- 
missed by the South Dakota Railroad 
Commission on April 6. 

At the hearing, the commission’s opin- 
ion recites, the company was unable to 
furnish any inventory or valuation of its 
plant, and its records had not been kept 


in such a way as to permit it to furnish 


to the board information as to the actual 
revenues received, nor as to the actual 
operating expenses, nor as to the amounts 
properly chargeable to the depreciation 
reserve for replacements, nor as to the 
charges which should properly be made 
to capital or cost of plant and equipment 
account for permanent improvements or 
additions and betterments. 

The company has failed to install the 
uniform system of accounts promulgated 
by the commission. As a result, in keep- 
ing its books, it has charged all disburse- 
ments to operating expenses. The records 
of the company disclosed that for 1917, 
there were included in the company’s 
statement of operating expenses as main- 
tenance, items amounting to $1,177 which 
should have been charged to the depre- 
ciation reserve for replacements, and 
other items amounting to $1,550 which 
should have been charged to capital or 
cost of plant and equipment account for 
permanent improvements or additions and 
betterments to the plant. 

Because the company has been building 
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its plant out of earnings, the commission 


states, its officers have been led to be- 
lieve that it was operating at a loss, By 
keeping its accounts in accordance with 
the system prescribed by the commission, 
the company will be in a position to ascer- 
tain, from time to time, which branch of 
the service, if any, there is need for ad- 
ditional revenues. 

The conipany 
town business subscribers, 167 
subscribers and 432 rural party line pa- 
trons. Its present rates are $18 per year 
for business telephones, $12 for residence 
$16.50 for rural tele- 


service to 7] 
residence 


furnishes 


telephones, and 
phones. 


Minnesota Rural Company to In- 
crease Its Rates to $1. 


The Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission, on April 12, granted per- 
mission to the Wastedo Telephone Co 
to increase its rates from 75 cents per 
month for rural subscribers and $1 for 
business subscribers, to $1 per month for 
all of its subscribers, effective as of 
May 1. 

The Wastedo Telephone Co. serves 251 
subscribers, practically all of whom are 
farmers and proprietors of country 
stores, there being no _ business. at 
Wastedo other than a general store. 

The 251 subscribers are served over 35 
lines, the plant consisting of approxi- 
mately 114 miles of pole line, carrying 
approximately 271 miles of wire. The 
company also operates nine miles of 
metallic iron toll circuit between Wastedo 
and Zumbrota, Minn. 

The company claims a 
$18,000. Much of the original plant has 
been reconstructed and the class of con- 
struction, the commission states, is much 
better than is usually found on ordinary 
Considering the amount of 


valuation of 


rural lines. 
plant in service, the class of construction 
used and the condition of the plant, the 
claimed value can be but little, if any, 
exaggerated. 

Upon an exhaustive 
the books and records of account of the 
telephone company, the commission finds 
that during the last three years the rev- 
enues have barely been sufficient to take 
care of the ordinary operating and main- 
tenance expenses, and that the proposed 
rate will not materially increase the net 


examination of 


earnings of the company, and is fair and 
reasonable. 


Dallas Votes to Permit Telephone 
Consolidation. 


The proposed telephone franchise to 
permit the merger of the properties of the 
Dallas Automatic Telephone Co. and the 
Southwestern Telegraph & Telephone Co. 
in Dallas, Texas, was passed on April 1 
at a city election by a vote of approx- 
imately seven to five. 











It Is a Gay Life 


Serving the Public—A Bolshevik Commission 


I do not know Theo. T. Thieme. He 
may or may not be a relative of the La- 
fayette brewer, who never made less than 
$90,000 a year in a small brewery, and he 
may or may not be a member of the pa- 
triotic German-American Alliance which 
so freely approved of the sinking of the 
Lusitania and so vigorously objected to 
the shipment of materials to the Allies. 

Anyway, this man with a German name 
writes a letter to a well known periodical 
of protest, recently denied the mails, ob- 
jecting to the presence of public utility 
men at commercial clubs. 





He complains: “In the state of Indiana 
the commercial clubs and business men’s 
organizations have been taken over by 
the public utility interests and their sub- 
servient allies.” Please note how this man 
with the German name speaks of allies. 

“Today, in Indiana, the board of di- 
rectors of every commercial club is made 
up of local representatives of privately- 
owned street car, electric light, gas and 
water companies, and a very few business 


” 


men. 





As all clever German propagandists, 
this Indiana man with a German name, 
strikes at the very root of our American 
strength. This man in Ft. Wayne does 
not care a cent about the business men 
or commercial clubs, for he knows that 
public utilities are the very backbone of 
our business life. 

He has heard Comptroller Williams 
warn the nation that 70 per cent of the 
capital stock of our banking system is 
invested in public utilities. This man with 
a German name, knows that if public 
utilities die, banks will die, business will 
fade and his beloved mother country will 
goose-step all over the earth. 

What better place for a man to strike 
at than public utilities? It is more ef- 
fective than poisoning wells, sinking pas- 
senger liners, and outraging women on 
the public square. 





In Indiana, particularly, public utility 
men should be allowed to do something. 
Unlike Indiana business men, they cannot 
raise prices to war-time levels because a 
tolshevik commission has sagely found: 
“At this time of national need, public 
utility corporations should not ask for 
higher rates, but should live off their 
surplus.” 

What a fine idea for Mr. Hoover to 
follow out, and what additional food we 
could save for our allies! Just let the 
American people live off of their surplus 
fat for the duration of the war, and when 
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it is over, make some attempt to get back 
your weight. 

Mr. Hoover, go to Indianapolis for ad- 
vice ! 





Getting back to the man in Ft. Wayne 
with the suspicious German name, we 
would like to know what more important 
business exists in Ft. Wayne than those 
of the utilities. What is there in the 
charter of Indiana that denies the man- 
ager of a public utility from being a busi- 
ness man? 

What is more necessary to the happi- 
ness and prosperity of Ft. Wayne than 
good telephone service, continuous light, 
and gas, and frequent street cars? Yet 
it remains for a man with a suspicious 
German name to sneer and protest be- 
cause public utility men take enough in- 
terest in their business to give a few 
evenings at the commercial club. 





The next law in Indiana, judging from 
the way things have been going in that 
usually conservative state, will forbid 
any public utility man from joining a 
commercial club and will probably set 
apart an enclosed area where public util- 
ity men and their families will eke out 
a precarious existence apart from the 
public. 





From a recent decision by the Indiana 
Public Service Commission, in the Green- 
castle case, where business ‘telephones 
earn $2.10 a month and residence tele- 
phones all of $1.45 a month, we learn 
that a public utility must bear its share 
of the war’s burden, and the officers of 
this company should forego a portion of 
their unusual salaries in order to pay the 
increased cost of operating. 

A great many states are groaning un- 
der the increased cost of operation, and 
are raising taxes to German levels to 
meet it. 

Why not let Indiana meet its increas- 
ing cost of operation by cutting down the 
salaries of its five bolshevik commission- 
ers, and let them “at this time of national 
need” work for nothing? The saving of 
$30,000 annually would go a long way in 
reducing operating costs. 

A rule is a poor rule which will not 
work both ways. 

The queer part of the Indiana situation 
is that the commissioners claim to have 
read the letter of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. They seem to be familiar 
with the thought of the treasury comp- 
troller that some commissions do not seem 
to realize the need of relief of utilities, 
yet they go blandly on. 
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“This commission is awake to the 
points thus emphasized.” Then, in the 
same breath, it says that “high prices of 
materials do not affect telephone compan- 
ies, and that they should live off the fat” 
which they have collected while giving 
telephone service at $1 a month to a 
grateful public. 

If there ever was a case of contempt 
of government, it is right here. 





TELEPHONY has always insisted that the 
employes of a telephone utility by reason 
of their special skill and training should 
receive more or as much as any other 
employment in the city. 

So long as the management of the 
Greencastle company paid themselves sal- 
aries equai to what other men in Green- 
castle are paid, it is none of the commis- 
sion’s business. And in connection with 
the unusual salaries paid at Greencastle, 
it has been learned that the manager of 
a plant worth $100,000 actually received 
$125 per month, while each of the Indiana 
commissioners receives $500 a month. 





The president and _ secretary of the 
Greencastle company are the only officers 
employed. Each receives a salary of 
$1,500 a year for which they give their 
undivided attention to the business and 
are on the job all day long. 

In the same neighborhood executive of- 
ficers in banks and trust companies are 
paid $2,500 and $38,000. One man who 
supervises the work and policy of a man- 
ufacturing concern which employs about 
25 men, has no difficulty in drawing a 
salary of over $3,000. Yes, $1,500 a year 
is an unusual salary in Greencastle. 

The commission of Indiana is sadly in 
error when it says that telephone mate- 
rials are not affected by the war. They 
are, and the commissioners should know 
it if they made any sort of an investiga- 
tion. 

Does the Indiana commission know 
that platinum, used in all telephone ap- 
faratus, costs over $110 an ounce? [It 
was sold at less than $40 an ounce ni 
over five years ago. 

Does this commission know that oa 
and mahogany woodwork has ircreased, 
and that steel, brass, German silver an 
kindred materials have become prohib- 
tive? 

Yet the commissioners have the a 
dacity to fill the records of the India 
Public Service Commission with soph 
tical doctrines founded upon prejudi 
and hate of organized capital. 

Indiana must be a fine state to live im! 








April 20, 1918. 


A man does not need any working capi- 
tal, because all an Indiana man has to do 
is to announce his entrance into business 
~and all the dealers in the world will 
smilingly offer him credit. 

Regardless of terms, an Indiana man 
could have his goods delivered the first 
of March—and if he paid his bill by 
April 15, he could take a 10 per cent dis- 
count. 

It seems to be the Indiana commission’s 
idea that March bills paid in April are 
unusual and must be rewarded by a 10 
per cent rebate. TELEPHONY knows of no 
manufacturer or dealer who would ac- 
cept the discount terms of this wise com- 
mission. 


In the Noblesville case, an $82,000 prop- 
erty was allowed a $1,000 working capi- 
tal. In other words, it is the commission’s 
belief that the rental and toll bills of 
March can be paid any time in April, 
and the sum of $1,000 is enough to keep 
the company credit clean and the employes 
paid until the past due money can be 
collected. 

Can it be that this “fat” Noblesville 
Home Telephone Co. which is advised to 
live on its fat for the rest of the war, 
does not collect as much as $1,000 per 
month? It stands to reason that this 
“fat” company has to pay interest on sev- 
eral times this amount to have enough 
cash capital to carry on its business com- 
fortably. 


On the question of going value, the 
Indiana commissioners have the same 
ideas that Lenine and Trotzky have 
clamped upon Russia. While they did not 
notify the owners to give up the keys 
directly, they did it just as effectively as 
the longest-haired Russian revolutionist. 

“The cost of development of the com- 
pany was out of earnings and not out of 
capital, and nothing can be allowed.” 

In heaven’s name, what can earnings 
which go into the plant instead of into 
pockets, be called if not capital? What is 
the difference between putting earnings 
back into plant directly, and putting de- 
clared dividends back? 

It is certainly very plain that the In- 
diana commission, like Mike who wanted 
to divide, has no cow and horse of its 
own, 


There is no use of frothing at the 
mouth over the antics of the Indiana 
commission. The state has given it the 
power over its utilities and the only hope 
is that it will reduce the commission’s 
po'ver to an absurdity. 

\s a rule, commissioners are pretty 
ver men and their national meetings 
usually teem with earnest discussion of 
the problems of the state. It may be that 
when these Indiana commissioners meet 
thei: fellow commissioners of other states, 
they may see the folly of their ways. 


cl 
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No commissioner ever known has vol- 
unteered his salary to meet the increasing 
expenses of his state, and it is hard to 
see how any commissioner, so fearful of 
discrimination, can expect a telephone 
man to do what he would not do and 
never will do. 

A little power is a dangerous thing 
when in a weak man’s hands. 


All TreLepHony has ever asked for is 
justice to the telephone business, All it 
has ever asked is that a proper return be 
allowed on its investment, and that tele- 
phone employes be amply paid and cared 
for. 

It has not asked unusual rewards. All 
that it wants is that the telephone man- 
as the 
manager of the mill, the manager of the 
lumber vard, the buyer of the dry goods 
store, and the other high class help of 
the city. 

It has ever insisted that telephone work 
has always required the highest skill, and 


ager receive as high a_ salary 


should command commensurate pay. 





TELEPHONY frowns upon such fool the- 
cries as “living on one’s fat.” A corpora- 
tion, as a man, starved to a point where 
soul and body nearly part, never recovers 
its health, for diseases set in which are 
incurable. 

It is hard to that sane 
body of men, in wartime and time of na- 
tional necessity, would advocate the weak- 
ening of any corporation or individual by 
compelling them to live upon accumulated 
fat. 

It is hard to believe that any body of 
unprejudiced men would deliberately pro- 
hibit the use of working capital in busi- 
ness. It seems as if a bunch of college 
professors had gotten loose and were 
running wild. 


believe any 


John Skelton Williams did not make 
an idle statement when he warned the 
nation of its peril. His warning is some- 
thing which can not be treated lightly by 
even such a bright body of men as the 
Indiana commission. 

John Skelton Williams spoke of the 
crying need of preserving the health of 
the public utility, to preserve the health 
of the banks, and of American business. 
He never would have questioned the sol- 
vency of the banks he so closely exam- 
ines, unless there was a real danger ahead. 

He knew what he was talking about, 
but no commission knows what it is talk- 
ing about when it speaks of fat profits 
on $2.10 and $1.45 a month telephone 
rates. 


TELEPHONY hopes that both Greencastle 
and Noblesville companies appeal to high- 
er courts. It costs money to do it, but 
it has cost this government money to in- 
sist upon the right to carry on its busi- 
ness on the high seas.. 
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It certainly is cowardly for any tele- 
phone man to accept a $1.15 telephone 
rate under any circumstances. Worse 
yet, this has allowed some 
companies to charge 90 cents per month, 
which is all of $10.80 per year. 


commission 


While in Kansas, a farmer friend told 
me he had made $2,000 on a big farm and 
was feeling good about it. I asked him 
how much salary he drew, and he said 
he did not count his time. 

So can any telephone company give ser- 
vice at 90 cents, if telephone men accept 
the bluff of the Indiana commission that 
they cut their unusual salaries to noth- 
ing and operate as the Kansas farmer. 

There is nothing in any commission 
law which governs the salary of a tele- 
phone man so long as it maintains the 
level of the community in which he lives. 
And it really should compare to the salary 
paid many commissioners, too. 


I am not attacking anyone personally. 
I am happy to say that I don’t know 
any member of the Indiana commission 
and am glad to say that I don’t want to 
know them, if any judgment can be made 
from their socialist decisions. 

3ut regardless of what new enemy I 
make, I would fall short of duty if no 
protest was made against the absolutely 
idiotic doctrine of “living on one’s fat,” 
and giving telephone service for 90 cents. 

If the telephone business is to die soon, 
it should be on a killing instead of a 
starvation plan. We can’t stand for 90 
cents, $1.15, $1.45 and $2.10—it is awful. 

How many Liberty bonds can such rates 
buy? 

MORAL: “Keep the home fires burn- 
ing.” 


Dates Announced for Important 
Ohio District Meetings. 


The coming district meetings of the 
Ohio Independent Telephone Association 
are expected to be the most important 
series of meetings the Ohio association 
has ever held. President Frank L. Beam 
will attend every meeting and every Ohio 
company is urged to have at least one 
representative present at the meeting in 
its district. 

The subjects for discussion include the 
necessity of keeping Independent com- 
panies financially healthy through rate 
increases wherever needed, the effect of 
general tax increases upon telephone 
companies, and the predicted shortage of 
telephone facilities in many large ex- 
change districts due to high prices of 
material. 

The dates and places at which the meet- 
ings will be held are as follows: April 
30, Cleveland; May 1, Toledo; May 2, 
Lima; May 3, Dayton; May 7, Canton; 
May 8, Zanesville; and May 9, Columbus. 








A Clearing House for Local Tolls 


Discussion of Local Toll Calls and the Classification of Long Distance 
and Local Toll Messages—An Interesting Case of Local Tolls—Paper Pre- 
sented at the Annual Convention of Wisconsin Telephone Association 


It is not the purpose of this paper to 
introduce any new ideas relative to the 
local toll question and the central clear- 
ing house, but rather to recall, by review, 
the points established by the paper read 
before this convention last year by Mr. 
McWethy. 

Before proceeding directly to the prob- 
lem of a central clearing house, there 
are certain physical aspects bearing upon 
the local toll situation in Wisconsin and 
the establishing of a central clearing 
house which we believe should be 
brought to your attention; also, it might 
be well at this time to give our definition 
of what constitutes a local toll message. 

“A local toll message is one passing 
between adjacent or, possibly,’ neighbor- 
ing exchanges.” 

Such messages may be transmitted on 
a free basis, a flat-rate basis, or charged 
for at the regular toll schedule of rates. 
It may be transmitted over standard toll 
lines of metallic or grounded construc- 
tion, or relayed through by switches in- 
stalled at the ends of neighboring rural 
lines. While there may be no marked 
line whereby each call might be classi- 
fied as a local or long-distance call, yet 
we feel that such a classification of toll 
calls is possible and can readily be 
made in most communities. 

In order to establish more clearly our 
interpretation of what constitutes a lo- 
cal toll call, attention is directed to the 
accompanying diagrammatic sketch, rep- 
resenting the local toll lines in the Rich- 
land Center district. Toll calls passing 
over these lines, as one between Viola 
and Richland Center, Bloom City and 
Muscoda, or Spring Green and La 
Farge, can logically be classified as local 
toll calls, while calls from any of these 
points to Madison, Whitewater, or Mil- 
waukee would, on the other hand, be 
classified as long distance calls. 

The nature of the messages trans- 
mitted and the character of the lines 
over which they are transmitted will, to 
a certain extent, influence the classifica- 
tion of messages as to local and long 
distance tolls. 

That there is always a demand for lo- 
cal toll connections is unquestionable. We 
know of no community enjoying local 
telephone service that does not sooner 
or later demand connections with neigh- 
boring exchanges and the outside world. 
These demands are, of course, created by 
business and social relationships and 
vary with the size and enterprise of the 
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different communities concerned. They 
are influenced by the location of school 
and professional centers, county seats, 
railway and shipping points, intercom- 
munication of neighboring farmers, and 
various other interests. 

The demand for connecting exchanges 
dictates in most instances, though not al- 
ways, the character of the connecting 
line. Some communities are such as to 
demand only a loaded subscriber line 
for outside connections—example, San- 
dusky. Other communities demand at 
least a through or clear line—example, 
Sylvan—and so on. 


The location of the Richland com- 


traffic centers at and passes through this 
exchange. 

Under present conditions the total 
paid local toll calls per month amounts 
to approximately 3,275. Previous to the 
establishing of a toll charge they totaled 
approximately 20,000 per month. 

We believe we are safe in saying that 
95 per cent of the local toll calls in the 
Richland district pass through this cen- 
ter. What is true at the Richland ex- 
change is also true of the Reedsburg ex- 
change, which is also a center for con- 
siderable tributary territory. Monroe, in 
Green county, is also another center to- 
ward which a large percentage of local 
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Diagrammatic Sketch of Local Toll 


pany’s exchange furnishes an excellent 
example of the effect of the demands of 
an exchange’s subscribers. The city of 
Richland Center serves as the railway 
and distributing center for practically 
the whole of Richland county. It is also 
the county seat and the educational and 
professional center. 

With the establishing and development 
of the various telephone exchanges in 
the county, business and social relation- 
ships necessitated connections of some 
kind, usually depending upon the demand 
for service, with the county’s principal 
city. As a result, the toll lines of sev- 
eral different companies have been built 
to connect with the Richland exchange. 
Naturally, a large volume of local toll 
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Lines in the Richland Center District. 


toll traffic naturally drifts. The point to be 
made is that there are natural centers m 
communities toward which traffic flows 
and through which it must be handled. 
The next development in the growth of 


a toll system consists of connections be- 
tween local toll centers. The long dis- 
tance companies of this state have been 
pretty effective in supplying this need, 
although there are some instances where 
there are no direct connections—‘ich- 
land Center to Reedsburg. 

Detailed studies of the traffic beiween 
centers and between exchanges will 


readily determine whether the present 
connections are adequate, or wicther 
more direct or additional circuits aré 
necessary. These studies should be di 
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rected and supervised by some uninter- 
ested and central authority and it is one 
of the many minor details that a central 
clearing house might concern itself with. 

We have previously pointed out that 
the extent of the demand on the part of 
the subscribers for connections with other 
exchanges often fixes the character of toll 
lines constructed. There are, however, 
other factors which are often determining 
agents. Occasionally a toll system is 
over-developed and operated at a loss. 
More frequently, on the other hand, a 
condition of free exchange of messages 
exists to the detriment of the service. 

Under such conditions there is no in- 
centive on the part of the owners to 
maintain the connecting lines in a serv- 
iceable condition of repair. The lines are 
choked with gossip and unimportant 
messages of endless duration. No efforts 
are made on the part of the exchange 
management to institute any system of 
placing and supervising calls. As a con- 
sequence, the service is wretched and al- 
most impossible to the business man who 
requires the connections. 

In such communities, efforts on the 
part of progressive telephone companies 
to establish and build up an adequate toll 
system on a cost basis are often opposed 
by certain classes of subscribers, and even 
sometimes by other telephone companies. 
Every effort of a company to provide for 
better service by the installation of a 
toll charge to eliminate the unnecessary 
messages is looked upon with suspicion 
and distrust. Such conditions in the local 
toll situation exist in many sections of 
the state and are the result to a large 
extent of the lack of initiative and co- 
operation on the part of telephone man- 
agers. 

Lack of Co-operation. 

This lack of co-operation also extends 
to the administration and division of tolls 
in exchanges where charges are made. 
There is often no unification of methods 
of charging and apportioning tolls. Two 
companies may agree to divide the tolls 
‘0-50, irrespective of the ownership of 
the lines. Others agree to keep what 
each collects. 

Expiration of contracts and failure to 
renew them, the purchase of properties 
by ther parties, and various other causes 
Otten lead to disputes between owners to 


the d triment of the service. 

Lines are sometimes disconnected, mes- 
Sages refused, or other methods not 
fonducive to the best interests of the 
service, are resorted to until the other 
felloy “comes across.” Again, where 
“niiorm rates are applied to different toll 
lines, as is the case at the Richland ex- 
chang 


. More or less difficulty exists in 
Proper!y apportioning the toll collections. 


~L 
_ company must make settlements 
Vv S ore ; 
“ everal other companies. In an ex- 
Cnang 


€ where seven companies center, it 
mean no less than 49 different 


Would 
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transactions to apportion a month’s ac- 
cumulated tolls. 

The companies centering at Richland 
Center early realized the difficulties at- 
tending such a policy and petitioned the 
commission for an amendment to its or- 
der to authorize the Richland Telephone 
Co., as auditor, to receive and clear all 
its accounts in accordance with the rules 
established in the commission’s order. 
Under present arrangements, each ex- 
change retains 25 per cent of the amount 
of all originating calls, and remits the re- 
mainder, together with a report of all 
outgoing messages to the auditor of the 
Richland Telephone Co. 


The Present Arrangement. 


Upon receipt of the reports from the 
various companies, the auditor apportions 
the remittances to the various companies 
in proportion to the number of miles of 
toll circuit owned by each over which the 
messages were sent. As compensation for 
his services, the auditor retains 2 per cent 
of the tolls collected—a sum wholly in- 
adequate as a return for the amount of 
work performed. 

While this arrangement has worked out 
fairly satisfactory in the small area over 
which it is effective, it seems evident that 
it cannot be extended to cover a much 
larger area, or beyond the district of 
which the Richland exchange is the cen- 
ter. 

Some of the difficulties arising in con- 
nection with the administration of the 
auditor’s work appear to be a lack of co- 
operation on the part of some of the 
companies in promptly making their 
monthly reports, timing messages for 
overtime, and _ collecting the proper 
charges. Inasmuch as the auditor is sim- 
ply one of the companies involved in this 
gentlemen’s agreement, he has no au- 
thority to compel the correction of these 
discrepancies, and even though he were 
clothed with this authority it would not, 
in all probability, be policy to use it. 

It would be possible, of course, to 
establish additional centers similar to 
Richland Center to clear for other dis- 
tricts, but that in turn would involve a 
departure from centralization, and the 
necessity of clearing between centers. In 
other words, it would be only a partial 
solution of the clearing problem. Dif- 
ficulties and disputes are bound to arise 
between companies as to the number of 
messages transmitted, timing, charges, 
etc., in which the clearing company itself 
might not be a disinterested party. It 
would, under such circumstances, be al- 
most impossible to obtain an impartial 
adjustment. 

It would appear, therefore, that the 
best solution would be for some neutral, 
disinterested party to act as the clearing 
agent for the various companies charg- 
ing local tolls, and that such companies 
co-operate among themselves to support 
such an organization. It is our opinion 





19 


that the present secretarial organization 
of the Wisconsin Telephone Association 
should act in this capacity. It will re- 
quire a small sacrifice on the part of the 
companies entering into this plan, but one 
that, in our opinion, will be very small 
compared with the benefits to be derived. 

The adoption of this clearing house 
method by the Michigan Independent 
Telephone & Traffic Association has been 
so successful that we do not hesitate to 
recommend it as the solution of the Wis- 
consin local toll conditions. 

The commission has under considera- 
tion the local toll situation in an ex- 
tensive area and the demands are such 
as to necessitate the organization of some 
central uninterested body to clear the ac- 
counts of the numerous companies that 
will be concerned. Not only should the 
organization act as a clearing organiza- 
tion, but should advise on the strength of 
collected data the advisability of estab- 
lishing rates for messages between ex- 
changes, the building of connecting lines, 
etc. 

There are many details of a clearing 
organization that must be worked out as 
various questions arise. While we have 
the experiences of the Michigan associa- 
tion and those of Mr. Pier at Richland 
Center, there will no doubt be many per- 
plexing problems arising that will require 
careful and detailed study. 

The commission probably has no power 
to order that companies must clear their 
local toll accounts through any particular 
body. It can, however, recommend that 
they be cleared in this way and when 
the advantages and benefits are set forth 
by the establishing of such a system, we 
do not anticipate any opposition. 
Americans in France Block Teu- 

tons’ Telephone Service. 

The American 


recent 


forces, according to a 
cable dispatch, obtained accurate 
information that the work of their intelli- 
gence department has been so effective 
that the German system of telephonic 
communication in advance suppert posi- 
tions The boche 
‘tapped” by ground sets, by 
means of which the Americans listen in, 
and telephone communication is useless 
for a depth of almost two miles. 

The Germans are obliged to rely ex. 
clusively on runners or dogs. 


is practically useless. 
‘ 


positions are 


Great num- 
bers of the war dogs are observable in 
the vicinity of German listening and ob- 
servation posts. 


Lincoln Company Reports Good 
Increases in Telephone. 

The monthly report of the Lincoln 
(Neb.) Telephone & Telegraph Co. shows 
a total gain for March in the number of 
telephones of 627. Since the first of 
January the gain has been 1,121. The 
total number in service on the company’s 
99 exchanges in southern Nebraska is 56,- 
767. 

















“Telephony’s Home Study Course for Telephone Men 


A Complete Presentation of the Principles Underlying Modern Telephony in All 
Its Branches—Arranged Systematically So That Regular Reading and Faithful 
Study Will Qualify Ambitious Men for Higher Positions—Prepared Under 
Supervision of Stanley R. Edwards—This Section Written by Jay G. Mitchell 








Quiz Questions on the Preceding 
Installment. 


949. What is the indication to the in- 
coming trunk operator that the assigned 
trunk has been seized by the A, or origin- 
ating position, operator? Which lamp of 
the two associated with the trunk is ar- 
ranged to indicate this to the incoming 
trunk operator in the circuit shown in 
Fig. 271? What is meant by the term 
“misplaced trunks”? Is the occurrence 
of a “misplaced trunk” more likely to 
occur where the percentage of trunked 
traffic is high than where it is low? What 
is the principal function of the lamp 12 
(Fig. 271) ? 

950. Outline the means of providing 
both the incoming trunk operator and the 
A operator at the originating position 
with efficient supervision of trunk call. 
What is the first relay in Fig. 271 to be 
operated when the called subscriber re- 
moves his telephone receiver from the 
hook? Beginning with relay 17, give the 
order in which all other relays (Figs. 138 
and 271) are operated as a,result of the 
removal of the called telephone receiver 
in answer to the call. 

951. Give one striking point of sim- 
ilarity between the primarily-operated re- 
lay in the circuit shown in Fig. 271 and 
the corresponding relay of the circuit 


responding relay of the circuit shown in 
Fig. 272. 

952. Explain why lamp i6 in the cir- 
cuit shown in Fig. 272 is prevented from 
becoming bright after having been once 
extinguished in the regular progress of a 
call. How is lamp 15 (Fig. 272) similarly 
controlled by the operation of relay 14? 


CHAPTER XXIX. Inter-office 

Trunking (Continued), 

953. Trunk supervisory signals, special. 
—There is a slight difference between the 
character of the two signal lamps asso- 
cieted with the standard type of common 
battery connecting cord circuit and the 
two signals associated with the standard 
type of inter-office trunk circuit. This is 
the reason that many telephone engineers 
refer to one of the signal lamps associated 
with the incoming trunk circuit as the 
“ringing” lamp. 

The lamp signal most nearly corre- 
sponding in the connecting cord circuit, is 
known as the “calling” lamp. This is one 
of the reasons why it is possible for the 
trafic engineer to require both the local 
operator and the trunk operator to remove 
the connection upon the display of one 
signal without waiting for two. In many 
trunk circuits two signals would never be 
received at the B position until the A 
























































the calling supervisory signal at the local 
operator’s position, is a very good illus- 
tration of marginal relay operation. In 
both cases the current passing through 
the winding of the calling supervisory re- 
lay at the local office, is sufficient, pri- 
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sistance connected across the trunk in 
both circuits to be succeeded at a later 
stage of the call by a lower resistance? 
Show the striking similarity between the 
connections of the sleeve relay in the 
circuit shown in Fig. 271 and the cor- 


from the trunk jack at the originating of- 
fice. 

954. Illustration of marginal relay 
operation.—In the trunk circuits shown 
in Figs. 271 and 272, the condition in the 
circuit, as it relates to the operation of 
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272. Two-Wire Multiple 


Trunk, 


Incoming 


marily, to operate a trunk signal relay at 
the distant office but is not of sufficient 
strength to operate the supervisory relay, 
itself, at the local office. 

As the call progresses towards comple- 
tion, certain circuit conditions are created 
in the operation of the incoming trunk 
which reduce the ohmic resistance of the 
circuit through which current is flowing 
from the local calling supervisory relay. 
This is sufficient to permit an increase in 
the strength of current flowing and there- 
by to cause the operation of the local call- 
ing supervisory relay. In other words, in 
this respect, the operation of thé calling 
supervisory relay of the local operator’s 
cord circuit is marginal. 

It is worthy of note, however, that the 
satisfactory operation of the calling super- 
visory relay under such conditions, re- 
quires a marked change in the trunk cir- 
cuit resistance. In the trunk circuit shown 
in Fig. 271, the resistance of the relay 
connected across the trunk circuit at the 
beginning of its operation is over 10,000 
ohms. At a later stage in the progress of 
the call, this high resistance relay wind- 
ing is shunted by two relay windings of 


low resistance which have an aggregate 
resistance of less than 100 ohms. 

While the operation of such a trur:\ cit- 
cuit is perfectly satisfactory, it is io be 
noted that the 10,000-ohm relay winding 
is rather inefficient. It is not practicable 
to impose a very heavy task up: the 
armature of such a relay ‘energize. only 
by current flow through the high «esist- 
ance winding. In other words, mary 
operation of a relay of this chara can- 
not be made to involve a very lar’ num- 
ber of contact springs, although t!. 1s not 
true of the relay when energiz | by 4 
stronger flow of current at a I: stage 


of completion of the call. 
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955. The necessity of using a repeating 
coil—Both of the circuits, Figs. 271 and 
272, are good illustrations of the neces- 
sity of installing a repeating coil in the 
trunk to link the two terminals induc- 
tively for telephonic transmission while 
separating the two sources of common 
battery current at the two offices con- 
nected. 

The great improvement in telephone re- 
peating coils has eliminated, to a great ex- 
tent, the objections to their use. With the 
modern high-efficiency telephone repeating 
coil, the transmission loss in a trunk cir- 
cuit of the general character shown in Figs. 
°71 and 272, is low enough to be satisfac- 
tory. With the old design of inefficient 
repeating coils, such a trunk circuit would 
possibly involve a prohibitive transmission 
loss between offices. 

The trunk circuit shown in Fig. 271 is 
adaptable for use with the common bat- 
tery cord circuit shown in Fig. 147. This 
is true although the circuits, Figs. 147 and 
138, are not at all similar in details. An 
analysis of the operation of the trunk cir- 
cuit, Fig. 271, will very easily show that 
it is adaptable to the two common battery 
circuits, Figs. 138 and 147, regardless of 
the dissimilarity in the circuits themselves. 

This is often true in the case of stand- 
ardized trunk circuits although care 
should be exercised to analyze the circuit 


TELEPHONY 


periods during the day when the signals 
on these trunk circuits were absolutely 


unreliable. These periods did not occur 
at the same time every day and were not 
of the same length when they did occur. 
The case presented a very interesting and 
difficult line of study. 

The cause was finally definitely located 
in the fact that a flow of current occurred 
over the trunk conductors at times, due 
to the difference in earth potential be- 
tween the offices, sufficient to aeutralize 
the normal signaling current requisite for 
the proper operation of the trunk. At 
other times, there appeared to be no dif- 
ference of potential between the earth 
connections at the two offices since for- 
eign current over the trunks was negligi- 
ble. For a temporary experiment to in- 
sure the operation of the trunks until a 
new circuit, free from earth connections, 
could be designed, dry cells were inserted 
in series in the ring side conductor of the 
trunk so that their voltage was in accord 
with the voltage of the common battery 
at the orginating local office. 

This method that 
when the difference of earth potential be- 
tween the two offices was at its maximum, 
a normal strength of flow of signaling 
current over the trunk maintained. 
When the difference of earth potentials 
between the two offices 


was used to insure 


was 


was at its mini- 
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rency have written recently on the situ- 
ation of what are commonly called pub- 
lic-utility companies—the privately owned 
corporations that supply almost all Amer- 
ican towns and cities with local transpor- 
tation, gas and electric light and power. 
Their income is limited by ordinances 
which fix the prices at which their prod- 
ucts are sold. Rapidly mounting costs of 
cperation have brought many of them un- 
comfortably near to bankruptcy. 

The officers of 
tioned have 


the 
declared 


government men- 
the great import- 
ance to the nation of these public-utility 
companies and urged state and local au- 


thorities, as the President expresses it, 


‘to respond promptly to the necessities 
of the situation—which means to raise 
rates. 


Of course no such urging should have 
The situation has been 
well known for at least a year, and has 
been growing worse. 


been necessary. 


A good many state and local authori- 
ties have met it, but a good many others 
have not. 

As with the railroads, the whole case 
of private versus government ownership 
is involved. If the American experiment 
of private ownership and public regula- 
tion fails because regulating bodies have 
not the courage to face criticism or be- 
cause they are animated by hostility to 
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Fig. 138. Three-Wire Repeating Coil Battery Feed Cord Circuit. 


conditions thoroughly so that no feature 
of operation will be overlooked. As a 
general proposition, it is difficult to stand- 
ardize trunk circuits, especially when the 
equipment in the different local offices is 
of several types and varying character. 
96. Grounded trunk circuits—In the 
early days of the common battery circuit 


dev: pment, many attempts were made to 
use trunk circuits in which a part of the 
circ for the operation of the signaling 
elements was completed through the earth. 
This ceneral scheme had to be abandoned 


in cities where electric traffic was in use, 


bec: of the possible difference of earth 
potent'al between the ground connections 
of the connected offices. 


\W this difference of earth potential 


Was very considerable at times, it was 
varial)'- and could not be met successfully 
ty fixed features in the circuit design. The 
author has a very lively recollection of 
two « 


ces in one city between which 


trunks of this character were originally 


installe: 
During most of the day, the trunks 
perate satisfactorily but there were 
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Fig. 147. 
mum, the flow of signaling current over 
the trunk conductor between the two of- 
fices was, due to the added voltage of the 
dry cells, excessive. 

It has always been a question whether 
the remedy, in this case, was not worse 
than the disease. Entirely aside jrom the 
necessary resulting marginal opeiation of 
the relays, due to the wide variation in the 
strength of the signaling current; the long 
string of dry cells in each trunk inter- 
posed a very uncertain factor and the re- 
sistance of the trunk was a function of 
the condition of the dry cells. One ex- 
hausted dry cell was very apt to open the 
trunk circuit entirely and a dry cell which 
had deteriorated was sure to affect the 
operation of the trunk adversely. 

(To be continued.) 


About Raising Rates of Public 
Utility Companies. 

The following editorial from the Sat- 
urday Evening Post applies equally well 
to telephone companies: 

“The President, the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Comptroller of the Cur- 





Circuit with Double-Wound Supervisory Relays. 


capital, the only alternative is government 
ownership—to the great satisfaction of 
Tammany Hall and every like organiza- 
tion. The experiment will fail unless, 
on the whole, regulating bodies discover 
a more courageous and liberal temper.” 


Consolidation of Coshocton, Ohio, 
Plants Approved. 


Plans for the consolidation of the Citi- 
zens Telephone Co., of Coshocton, Ohio, 
and the plant of the Central Union Tele- 
phone Co. in that city by a new company 
which will be headed by President J. L. 
Rue of the Citizens company, have been 
approved by the Ohio Public Utilities 
Commission. 

W. S. Crater, of Columbus, of the Cen- 
tral Union Telephone Co., will be secre- 
tary of the company, and L. P. Gallagher, 
of the Citizens company, will be treasurer. 
The vice-president will be from the Cen- 
tral Union. The board of directors will 
be composed of three men from each 
company, 








Internal Management of Utilities 


Nebraska State Railway Commission Issues Ruling as to Its Power 
in Regard to Working Agreements Between Public Utilities and Their 
Employes—No Authority to Direct the Employment of Certain Individuals 


In a voluminous opinion, just handed 
down, the Nebraska State Railway Com- 
mission holds that there is nothing in the 
state constitution that gives it the internal 
management of a public utility, and, there- 
fore, it has no power to direct a public 
service corporation as to what employes 
it may or may not employ. 

The majority: opinion is by Commis- 
sioners Hall and Taylor. Commissioner 
Wilson dissents in a lengthy opinion. The 
matter came before the commission on 
the request of striking employes of the 
Lincoln Street Car Co. for an order rein- 
stating them and also directing the com- 
pany not to discharge employes in the 
future because of membership in a union. 

The majority opinion, however, sets up 
a theory of control that coritains some 
new elements. It says that state regu- 
latory commissions must be consulted and 
their approval secured of all working 
agreements between public utilities and 
their employes, whether acting as a group 
or as a union, and that if the demands of 
the union had been acceded to in the in- 
sant case, the commission would not have 
permitted the agreement to go into effect. 


That agreement, the commission says, 
contained provisions inconsistent with 
the powers of the commission over the 
company, and such provisions, even 
though adopted by both parties, would 
have been wholly ineffective, as the con- 
stitutional powers of the commission are 
not to be abrogated by private agreement, 
where such contracts contain provisions 
plainly inimical to the rights of tie public 
to adequate service by competent men, 
they will not be permitted. 


A state commission may, for instance, 
in regulating the service, fix the hours of 
labor of the employes, the conditions of 
the service, the number of employes and 
may even fix the scale of wages. All of 
these things may be done only after due 
inquiry and investigation, and subject to 
the right of review by the courts. 

It clearly has the power, when it finds 
the service rendered to be inadequate, to 
order the employment of a sufficient num- 
ber of employes, and in regulating the 
number of operatives the commission 
will provide suitable working regulations. 
But to attempt to go further and direct 
what individuals it may or may not em- 
ploy is to proceed without due process of 
law. If the company can be required to 
employ and pay those whom it does not 
wish in its service, its property is thereby 
taken without due process of law. 


“If it is to be assumed,” the opinion 
continues, “that the power of general con- 
trol enables the commission to settle indi- 
vidual disputes between employer and em- 
ploye, it must be assumed that it can ex- 
ert coercive force upon either party: If 
it be within its province to require a car- 
rier to retain a certain employe or to rein- 
state one already discharged, it must have 
a correlative power to force an unwilling 
employe to remain in the service or to re- 
quire him to return to such service if he 
has voluntarily left it. 

“Such a power would be a plain viola- 
tion of the guaranties of liberty and prop- 
erty as provided in section 1 of the con- 
stitution. Under the constitution the com- 
mission has no power to require an em- 
ployer to retain a particular employe, nor 
can it require an unwilling employe to re- 
main in service. 

Recognition of Working Agreements. 

“This commission will recognize estab- 
lished working agreements so long as 
such do not result in impaired service. 
When either party seeks to change such 
an agreement and the change might rea- 
sonably be expected to lessen the eff- 
ciency of the service, it is the duty of the 
party seeking to make the change to ap- 
ply to the commission for authority there- 
for. 


In the absence of such an application 
under such circumstances, it is the consti- 
tutional duty of the commission to in- 
itiate proceedings for the purpose of de- 
termining proper working conditions. All 
parties, the public included, wovld ther 


have full opportunity to be heard, and. 


the right of appeal remains. Such a hear- 
ing, held before violent feeling became en- 
gendered, would of itself go far toward 
establishing a friendly understanding and 
minimize the probabilities of a strike. 
The commission is ever charged with 
the obligation to maintain just bases of 
employment between carriers and their 
employes, to the end that at all times the 
operations may be properly maintained 
and the public be protected in its rights to 
uninterrupted and adequate service.” 
Commissioner Wilson holds, in the 
minority opinion, that the commision has 
the power and that it is its duty to direct 
the re-employment of five men discharged 
for activity in forming a union and the 
nine officers of the union, the discharge 
of each employe shown to have been 
guilty of violating an operating agree- 
ment and the employment of the requisite 
number of strikers in their stead, and to 
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order the company to cease discriminating 
against members of the union in employ- 
ment. 

Mr. Wilson declares that if a state com- 
mission can order a railroad company to 
build a depot or a bridge; a telephone 
company to put in grounded, metallic, 
magneto or common battery service, in- 
terchange service with other companies, 
build whatever additional lines are neces- 
sary to serve the territory it occupies, or 
furnish service to particular persons, it 
can do what he says should be done in 
this case. He holds the commission can 
interfere with the internal management 
of utilities in innumerable specific ways, 
subject only to the reasonable needs of 
the public or any representative number 
of it, and the resources of the utility. 
Surely, he adds, the act of ordering the 
employment of certain men to properly 
furnish the service affects the public, and 
can be done. 

Commissioner Wilson contends the su- 
preme court decision in the Adamson law 
case settled the other question. He says 
a fair statement of the entire obligation 
would appear to be as follows: 

“A common carrier must furnish serv- 
ice to the reasonably full accommodation 
of the public at all times when its gross 
operating revenues are sufficient to defray 
the direct costs of the service or the ex- 
pense of operating and maintaining the 
property; it may not discharge an em- 


ploye for a cause which is common to 


other employes whose labor is necessary 
tc the rendition of adequate service, when 
there is good reason to believe that the 
discharge will result in the suspension of 
work by enough of the employes to ren- 
der such service inadequate, without the 
consent of the government: and _ public 
service employes may not quit their labors 
in sufficient number to render the service | 
at which they are engaged inadequate or 
where there is good reason to believe that 
such quitting will so affect the service, 
without the consent of the government.” 
He also took the ground that this law 
has been applied to capital for a long time 
without serious results, that it applies, in 
his opinion, to persons who have volun- 
tarily entered upon such labor and pre- 
ferred to continue in it. The 
highly specialized state of. society cannot 
endure unless the government enforces 
the power necessary to the continuous 
operation of facilities. He urged that the 
right of the company employes to orgat- 
ize and maintain a union should be pro- 
tected by an order of the commission. 


T resent 








“Telephony” Moves Its Offices 


This week “Telephony’s” offices were removed from the Monadnock Block to 116 South 
Michigan Boulevard, Chicago, to which all mail should now be sent. 


Chicago are always cordially welcome at “Telephony’s” offices. 





As in the past, visitors to 








Commissions, Courts and Councils 


Discussions and Rulings of State Bodies Having Supervision Over Telephone 
Companies—Decisions of Courts in Matters of Interest to Public Utilities 


and Actions of City 


Commission Rules Company Must 
Bear Share of War Burden. 
The Indiana Public Service Commission 
does not altogether approve of a state- 
ment in regard to public utilities made re- 
cently by W. G. McAdoo, Secretary of 
the Treasury. This fact comes out in a 
decision recently handed down denying 
the petition for an increase in rates filed 
by the Greencastle Local Phoenix Tele- 
phone Co. The order of the commission 
was written by Paul Haynes. . It reads 

in part: . 

“These are war times, and the commis- 
sion has time and again emphasized the 
proposition that it would not guarantee 
uormal dividends during the period of the 
war. The utility must bear its share of the 
war’s burdens, just as every other person 
and institution bears its share. And 
even if it were necessary for the officers 
of this company to forego a portion of 
the unusual salaries which they are re- 
ceiving in order to pay a portion of the 
increased costs of operation, this would 
be a much more equitable solution of the 
problem than an increase in the rates. 

“The commission is not unheedful of 
the fact that much has been said recently 
as to the necessity of carrying our public 
utilities through the war period. Mr. 
McAdoo, Secretary of the Treasury, has 
recently said: ‘Our local public utilities 
must not be permitted to become weak- 
ened,’ and that ‘state and local authorities 
do not always appreciate the close con- 
nection between the soundness and effi- 
of the local utilities and the na- 
tional strength and vigor, and do not re- 
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sort with sufficient promptness to the call 
for rcmedial measures.’ 

“This commission is keenly alive to the 
points thus emphasized, and by a large 
number of its decisions has shown a prac- 
tical realization of these truths by grant- 


ing full and speedy relief to utilities that 
— being financially injured by war con- 
ditions. This commission has laid down 
the fundamental proposition that it will 


rant a full measure of relief whenever 
necessary to prevent injury to the busi- 
ness or 


interests of utilities. 





“But certainly the statements above 
quoted are not to be interpreted as mean- 
ing that state and local authorities should, 
during the war period, guarantee to utili- 
ties the full or excessive profits of peace 
times. 

“In several cases before the commis- 
sion, it has developed that utilities have, 
upon small original investment, built large 
and valuable properties out of earnings, 
and that the profits in the years preceding 
the war were considerably in excess of 
what would have been considered reason- 
able profits under the regulatory system. 
and now when war conditions have arisen 
and the large profits of the past have de- 
creased, but are still reasonable profits, 
the utility will feel that it just 
grounds for asking increased revenue. 
The commission, of course, can not con- 
cur in such a conclusion.” 

In denying the Greencastle petition the 
commission finds the present rates in some 
ways discriminatory and orders the fol- 
lowing monthly rates put into effect: 


has 


Single line business telephone... .$2.10 
Single line residence telephone... 1.45 
Two-party residence telephone... 1.25 


Two-party business and residence 


eee eee errr 1.60 
Three and four-party residence 
NIN sai a sw bo cnuiebaieeawsr 1.10 


Independents to Get Commission 
on Reverse-Charges Calls. 

An agreement to pay commissions to 
telephone companies originating reverse- 
the-charges calls delivered on Bell lines 
was obtained from the Central Union 
Telephone Co., at Indianapolis, Ind., at 
a meeting of its representatives with a 
committee of representatives of Inde- 
pendent telephone companies at the of- 
fices of the Indianapolis Public Service 
‘Commission, on April 11. 

The agreement, it is believed, will put 
an end to an old bone of contention be- 
tween the companies, and quiets a stream 
of complaints from small town commer- 
cial and domestic elements that have 
poured into the commission recently. 

The commission is asked in the com- 
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Councils Relative to Franchises, Rates and Service 


mittee’s report to approve the agreement 
without issuing a mandatory order. It is 
said that it probably will be some time 
before the plan can be put into operation 
State Ownership of Telephones Po- 
litical Issue in Nebraska. 

Owners of a number of Nebraska tele- 
phone companies are concerned over the 
possibility that they will be forced into 
politics this year. 
tisan league, being organized in 
that state, has announced as one of the 
planks in its platform the state owner- 
ship of all telephone systems. The pro- 
gram is largely socialistic, and also in- 
cludes state ownership of packing plants, 
terminal elevators, stock yards and other 
marketing facilities. 

The invasion of Nebraska comes from 
North Dakota, where the parent league 
was organized some years ago as a re- 
sult of controversies with terminal 
vators in Minneapolis over wheat grad- 
ings and where it gained the control of 
the state offices and the lower house of 
the legislature in its first campaign. 
Other states in that section are also be- 
ing organized. 

The league now has 8,000 members in 
Nebraska, but in recent weeks it has been 
under heavy fire from patriotic organiza- 
tions. Its organizers, who came from 
outside the state, are nearly all socialists, 
and Richard L. Metcalfe, head of the 
secret department of the state 
council of defense, says they belong to 


The farmers’ non-par- 
now 


ele- 


service 


the Victor Berger group and have been 
guilty of seditious utterances. The state 
council of defense arraigned them as be- 
ing opposed to the war and insisted upon 
their stopping the circulation of litera- 
ture setting forth war aims. Mr. Met- 
calfe said these were couched in phrases 
common to German propaganda, and as 
a result the circulation was stopped. 
Judge Dickinson, of Holt county, has 
issued notice that no leagues will be per- 
mitted to be formed or hold meetings in 
his judicial district. At Pickerell an or- 
ganizer was ordered to leave town, and 
at another place one was kidnapped and 
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AATORS ARE SCARCE 





“Equal pay for equal work” is becoming 
a general practice in business concerns 
where women are taking the place of men 
called to the army. 


This means that girls such as those in the 
photo opposite, are making from $12 to 
$18 per week, for 45 hours work. 


The only “‘cheap”’ labor today is machine 
labor. | 
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taken from the town where he was billed 
to speak and unloaded far away in the 
country. At Wahoo the city and county 
authorities recently joined in an order to 
the league that it could not hold a meet- 
ing in their jurisdictions, and when the 
speakers, accompanied by half a dozen 
members of the legislature, appeared they 
were ordered out of town, and when two 
of them did not move fast enough they 
were run out by a small-sized mob. A 
request that national officers of the league 
te permitted to appear before the state 
legislature and defend the organization 
from charges of disloyalty was refused. 

The league organizers are seeking to 
capitalize this hostility by representing it 
to be persecution and claim that it is 
adding largely to the membership. Crit- 
ics of the league say that the greater por- 
tion of its membership is men of German 
and Swedish birth, who are not all thor- 
oughly loyal. 

The league is seeking to form a work- 
ing political alliance with organized labor. 
In Omaha the union men formed a 
branch of the league, but after the latter 
came under fire on unpatriotic charges, 
changed its name. A state convention to 
pick men to be backed in the party pri- 
maries is to be held in May, at which a 
state platform will also be adopted. 


Urges Speeding Up of Unification 
of South Bend Systems. 

That the merger of the Central Union 
Telephone Co. and the South Bend Home 
Telephone Co., which took place Novem- 
ber 1, be made actual, and that charges 
for service be made on the basis of one 
telephone system while the physical uni- 
fication of the two systems is in prog- 
ress, are asked in a petition, addressed to 
the Indiana Public Service Commission, 
which is being circulated through the 
city of South Bend, Ind. 

The petition points out that the two 
telephone systems, the Bell and the Home, 
were merged into one company last No- 
vember, and that more than reasonable 
time has elapsed for the unification of 
the two systems. The petitioners ask that 
the commission compel the Central Union 
company, which absorbed the Home com- 
pany, to immediately convert the two 
systenis into one. They ask further that 
the charges for the two telephones be 
made on a one-telephone basis. 

It is further pointed out by the peti- 
tioners that the patrons of the Central 
Union Telephone Co. are compelled 
through necessity to maintain two tele- 
phones in their homes and business places, 
for which they are compelled to pay, 
just as if the merger of the two com- 
panies had not taken place. They say 
further that there has been no apparent 
effort upon the part of the Central Union 
company to make the merger of the two 
companies actual and that it refuses to 
operate the merged systems as one. 
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Edgar T. Bonds, manager of the Cen- 
tral Union company, said the merger of 
the two lines would be made as soon as 
materials could be obtained. A switch- 
board has been diverted from Akron, 
Ohio, he said, for use in South Bend, and 
another diverted from Sterling, Ill., for 
use in Mishawaka. 

According to Mr. Bonds, it will take 90 
days to remodel the telephone Luildings, 
and then it will take another 90 days be- 
fore the service would be ready for uni- 
fication. 





Difficulties in Telephone Rate Sit- 
uation at San Antonio. 

The city of San Antonio, Texas, 
secured an injunction against the South- 
western Telegraph & Telephone Co., on 
April 4, in the 37th district court of Texas, 
prohibiting the telephone company from 
increasing its rental rates in San Antonio 
to the proposed schedule of higher rates, 
or from discontinuing the service of tele- 
phone subscribers who should refuse to 
pay the higher rate announced by the 
company as effective April 1. 

The following day the telephone com- 
pany filed a bill in equity in the federal 
court in San Antonio, asking an injunc- 
tion against the city on the ground that 
an ordinance recently passed by the city, 
prohibiting any increase in public utility 
rates excepting under certain conditions, 
is in violation of sections of the state and 
national constitution. The telephone com- 
pany is a New York corporation. 

Hearing on the company’s plea has 
been set for the morning of April 17. 

In the meantime the telephone company 
claims to be operating under the new rate, 
and has so notified all its subscribers in 
San Antonio. Cards sent out by the com- 
pany, to be signed by the subscribers in 
selection of either measured or flat rate 
service, are being returned very slowly, 
the city commission having passed a reso- 
lution asking citizens not to sign and 
send in the cards. 


Complaint Relative to Dismantling 
of Chicago Automatic. 

In the case of Power et al. vs. Chicago 
Tunnel Co. and Illinois Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., complaint was filed with the 
Illinois Public Utilities Commission alleg- 
ing that the Illinois Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., which is the lessee of the Chi- 
cago Tunnel Co., is proposing to cease the 
operation of its telephone plant and sys- 
tem in the city of Chicago without obtain- 
ing the consent of the commission, and 
thereby violate its contract with the com- 
plainants. 

The telephone companies admit that 
they are about to abandon their telephone 
plant in the city of Chicago, and justify 
their action upon a contract or franchise 
ordinance of July 15, 1903, which provided 
that if the telephone company should at 
any time fail to furnish telephone service 
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to at least 20,000 bona fide subscribers, all 
its rights under the ordinance should be- 
come forfeited. During 1916 the tele- 
phone company had less than 20,000 and 
the city of Chicago claimed the right to 
forfeit its rights to operate in the city. 

December 20, 1916, the city of Chicago 
passed an ordinance declaring all rights 
granted to the Chicago Tunnel Co. and 
the Illinois Telephone & Telegraph Co. 
forfeited, together with their plant and 
telephone property. In July, 1917, the 
telephone companies and the city of Chi- 
cago reached an amicable agreement 
whereby the telephone companies were to 
pay the city of Chicago the sum of $200,- 
000 for the right to dismantle and dispose 
of their plant. They then served notice 
to all their subscribers that they were to 
discontinue in business. 

On July 31, 1917, the attorney general 
of the state of Illinois obtained an in- 
junction against the telephone companies, 
restraining them from discontinuing their 
business in Chicago. On September 13, 
1917, the circuit court of Cook county, 
took up the injunction matter and dis- 
solved the injunction and dismissed the 
bill. No appeal was taken that 
court’s action. 


from 


As the contentions of the petitioners in 
this case were in effect disposed of by 
that decision, the commission found that 
the case should be dismissed, and issued 
2n order accordingly. 


Automatic Recommended for Gov- 
ernment Departments. 


Details of how it is proposed to estab- 
lish automatic telephone service in Wash- 
ington, if the bill creating government 
cwnership of telephone and _ telegraph 
service should be passed, are contained in 
a supplementary report from the House 
District committee just recently filed by 
Representative Hilliard, of Colorado. 

This voluminous report includes a dis- 
cussion by the Bureau of Standards of 
the relative advantages and limitations of 
the manual, semi-automatic, and full auto- 
matic telephone systems, their relative 
adaptability to prompt and economic en- 
largement, the practicability of physical 
connection between automatic, semi-attto- 
matic and manual systems, especially with 
reference to long service and toll service 
and an analysis of the methods proposed 
for immediate and permanent relief of 
the local telephone situation. 
study 
1 that 


The recommendations state that a 
of the local traffic situation indicaté 
relief from congestion is necessar) 
least three points. 


in at 


First, at the so-called war board, a 
very large private branch exchange, hav- 
ing an ultimate capacity of &,000 or 10,006 
lines and already serving 3,000 or more 
stations. 

Second, in the main central office of 
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the to which the government 
trunk from the war board and the other 
private branch exchanges of the govern- 
connected. In the main ex- 
change is also installed the so-called in- 
ter-departmental board which connects the 
government private branch exchanges by 
tie lines, thus handling the intercommuni- 
cating business between the government 
bureaus and departments, which at this 
time is extremely heavy. 


company 


ment are 


Most of the in- 
dividual line service of the government is 
also handled by the main central office. 

Third, in two of the central offices of 
the North and Columbia, 
which serve the bulk of the resident sub- 
scribers, especially those taking flat rate 
service. 

In outlining plans for securing prompt 
relief, the report states that the traffic 
handled by the war board is largely inter- 
communicating, providing for handling 
business between the various branches of 
the War Department and other govern- 


company, 
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to handle the outgoing and incoming traf- 
fic from other government boards, and 
the company’s central offices. 

By installing similar equipment in the 
main central office, or at a suitable loca- 
tion elsewhere, it would be possible to in- 
terconnect government departments, bu- 
reaus and independent establishments 
now served through the _ inter-depart- 
mental board with each other and with 
the war board, thus making it possible to 
obtain direct connection with the aid of 
an operator to any of the government 
lines which may be connected with the 
automatic installation in the main office. 

Addition to this automatic board in 
main would enable it to handle all the 
government lines. This would relieve the 
main office of the government load, 
with the War Department load, 
forms a very part of the 
total service. 

Outside connections to stations con- 
nected to the central office could be ob- 


which, 
considerable 
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The only calls requiring an operator 
would be incoming information from par- 
ties not knowing particular individuals or 
brahches of the establishment with which 
communication is desired. 

The gradual change-over to full auto- 
matic working of the whole government 
system could be accomplished, the report 
says, by installing automatic switching 
equipment in the form of automatic sub- 
exchanges as needed with provision for 
direct dealing. 

As one of the results which would di- 
rectly follow trom this program, a con- 
siderable number of extension lines to 
stations not located in the same building 
as the private branch exchanges would 
be eliminated. 

Supreme Court Claims Bill Just in 
Wheeling Merger Case. 

The Supreme Court of West Virginia 

has confirmed the lower courts in the case 


of the City of Wheeling vs. the Chesa- 
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Laying Telephone Wires on the Ground In the Region of the Somme—French Pictorial Service. 


ment establishments engaged in war work. 
Hundreds of outlying stations are di- 
rectly connected with the war board by 
extension lines in order to avoid delays. 
Relief for the intercommunicating traf- 
fe in the war group could be furnished, 
according to estimates by the Automatic 
Electric Co., within four months by the 
installation of full automatic equipment. 
At the same time this step would relieve 
to some extent any scarcity of operators 
im the government service, since a re- 
duced number of operators would be able 





tained by the addition of a suitable num- 
ber of trunk lines to boards in the vari- 
cus central offices. 

The report says that private automatic 
exchanges should be installed in the vari- 
ous government departments, bureaus 
and independent establishments and at 
the Capitol with the order of installation 
determined by the volume and importance 
of business transacted. 

This would convert the whole govern- 
ment system to automatic for intercom- 
municating purposes. 


Co. 
The case cen- 


peake & Potomac Telephone and 
holds that the bill is just. 
ters ahout the ownership of the fran- 
chise of the National Telephone System 
which specifies that should it sell out to 
a competing company, its properties re- 
vert to the city of Wheeling. The Ches- 
apeake & Potomac company is thus re- 
strained from proceding with the merger 
of the National properties until a hearing 
has been held relative to the franchise 
matter. 

The court pointed out, in one part of 
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the syllabus of its opinion, the “telephone 
company holding a franchise for the in- 
stallation, maintenance and operation of 
one telephone system in a city, town or 
village, cannot without the consent of such 
municipality take. over by purchase 
another system constructed by another 
company, under another franchise and op- 
erate both systems separately and con- 
temporaneously nor use the locations of 
such system, nor take the benefit of 
other privileges granted to such other 
company, without having acquired its 
franchise as well as its tangible property.” 








Rate Increases Asked by 66 Okla- 
-homa Telephone Companies. 
Sixty-six Independent telephone com- 

panies made application to the Oklahoma 

State Corporation Commission, on April 

8, for an increase in rates. The applica- 

tion was made through the Oklahoma In- 

dependent Telephone Association. 

Authority for a blanket increase of 50 
cents a month on each business telephone, 
25 cents a mcnth on each residence and 
rural telephone, and a minimum -harge of 
40 cents for rural line switching is asked 
by the companies, to be effective May 1. 
No date for a hearing has been fixed by 
the commission. 

Telephone rates which are complained 
of in the petition, were fixed by the com- 
mission in 1908. Several companies have 
been allowed increases since then, some 
of them recently. On the whole, how- 
ever, rates which were fixed ten years 
ago are in effect now. 

A 50 per cent increase in the cost of 
labor and an increase of from 30 to 218 
per cent in the cost of construction and 
maintenance supplies are cited in the peti- 
tion as cause for an advance in the tele- 
phone rates. 

Increases are asked for exchanges at 
the following places: 

Apache, Beggs, Bigheart, Braggs, Ce- 
ment, Cloudchief, Covington, Coyle, 
Cooperton, Cyril, Dacoma, Erick, Foyil, 
Glencoe, Hanna, Hastings, Hollis, Inola, 
Lamar, Loco, McLoud, Minco, Mounds, 
Mill Creek, Osage, Porter, Prague, Quin- 
ton, Sentinel, Thomas, Union City, Wa- 
tonga, Washington, Asher, Bessie, Bin- 
ger, Brinkman, Choctaw, Comanche, Co- 
weta, Crescent, Dustin, Foss, Garber, 
Stroud, Harrah, Hoffman, Indianola, 
Kingfisher, Lindsay, Mayesville, McComb, 
Mangum, Morris, Mulhall, Okemah, 
Duke, Porum, Purcell, Roosevelt, Te- 
cumseh, Morrison, Wann, Leedy, Wayne 
and Yale. 


~ Rental Applies Only to Service 
from Subscriber’s Station. 

F. A. Amsberry, of Mason City, has 
been informed by the Nebraska State 
Railway Commission that the location of 
a subscriber’s telephone with respect to 
two exchanges with which it receives free 
service has nothing to do with the ques- 
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tion of the free use of the system when 
the subscriber is calling up his home from 
another point. 

Mr. Amsberry pays for service to his 
farm home on the Mason City exchange, 
and by virtue of an extra payment ex- 
acted, he secures free connections with 
Ansley, on the exchange operated by the 
Ansley company. He complained to the 
commission that when he is in Ansley and 
desires to talk to his home he is charged 
a ten-cent toll. He insisted this was with- 
out any warrant, and said that if it was 
not stopped he proposed, with several 
neighbors, to attack the existing rates, as 
he said they were not authorized by the 
commission. 

The commission holds to its previous 
ruling that where added exchange service 
is given, the company is not obligated to 
give free reverse calls, made by a sub- 
scriber, as the payments made are for 
service from the subscriber’s station. 


Michigan Company to Enjoin Bell 
and Union Agreement. 

The Valley Home Telephone Co., of 
Saginaw, Mich., is asking for an injunc- 
tion restraining the Michigan State Tele- 
phone Co. and the Union Telephone Co., 
operating lines in central Michigan, from 
putting into effect an agreement for the 
interchange of service and exchange of a 
portion of its lines. 

The Valley company has for years had 
an agreement with the Union company 
whereby the two services are connected 
and the Valley long distance lines carry 
the Union calls to outside points. The 
Valley people contend that the proposed 
agreement between the Bell and Union 
would “freeze them out” of much profit- 
able business which they claim belongs 
to them under the original agreement and 
which they say would be abrogated if the 
combination of the Union and Bell is 
allowed. 


Rates Increased at Canton, Ohio— 
Improvements Ordered. 

In approving a rate increase proposed 
by the Ohio State Telephone Co. for its 
Canton exchange, the Ohio Public Utili- 
ties Commission ordered a general im- 
provement and rehabilitation of the Can- 
ton system, which will cost approximately 
$200,000. The new rates became effective 
April 1. 

The company is ordered to provide, 
within six months, additional cable and 
switchboard facilities and to, within 30 
days, replace the cords and plugs through- 
out the entire switchboard with new ones 
and change slanting keys on the switch- 
board to a horizontal position to improve 
the supervision. 

The battery is ordered replaced with 
one of proper capacity. The commission 
found that the greatest cause of the pres- 
ent poor service is the handling of a por- 
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tion, of the traffic through automatic sub- 
exchanges which were installed years ago 
and are now worn out. The sub-ex- 
changes are ordered abandoned and all 
patrons are to be served from the cen- 
tral plant. 


Steps Toward Elimination of 
Duplication at Superior, Wis. 

Steps looking to the elimination of 
one of the two telephone companies 
serving Superior, Wis., are in contempla- 
tion, according to reports. The compet- 
ing lines are the People’s Telephone Co. 
(J. C. Crowley, manager), and the Wis- 
consin Telephone Co. (Wright F. Hall- 
frisch, manager). Whether the dual or- 
ganization will be effected is a matter of 
about a year’s time, Manager Hallfrisch 
is quoted as saying. 

A thorough examination of present 
conditions must be made by the Wiscon- 
sin Railroad Commission, and the com- 
mission’s consent obtained before the two 
systems can be merged. It is said that 
many business men favor the plan to do 
away with the present duplication which 
affects them adversely. 


Seeks Ouster of A. T. & T. Co. 
from Chicago Streets. 

Quo warranto proceedings will be filed 
against the American Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. by Corporation Counsel Ettel- 
son of Chicago, demanding that the com- 
pany show by what authority it uses the 
streets of Chicago to carry on its tele- 
phone business. Permission for this ac- 
tion was granted April 9 by Circuit Court 
Judge Walker. 

The city contends that the state'law ex- 
pressly provides that no telephone com- 
pany has the right to construct lines, erect 
poles or wires in the streets of any city 
without the consent of the municipal au- 
thorities. 

The infcrmation charges that the tele- 
phone company is using upward of 
$1,000,000 worth of city property without 
the consent of the city council, including 
telephone lines on Archer avenue west of 
Cicero avenue. 


Transfer of Bell Properties in 


Eastern Ohio Approved. 

The Ohio Public Utilities Commission, 
on March 28, authorized the Centra! Dis- 
trict Telephone Co. to sell to the (hesa- 
peake & Potomac Telephone Co. al! of its 
eastern Ohio property for $2,644,940. Both 
companies are Bell subsidiaries. The 
property transferred chiefly is in )!ahon- 
ing, Columbiana, Jefferson, Harrison, Bel- 
mont, Monroe and Washington co inties. 


Commission Approves Fort ‘’/ayne 
Exchange of Properties 

The Indiana Public Service (Commis 

sion, on March 28, authorized the deal by 

which the Central Union Telephone Co. 
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will withdraw from the local field in 
Fort Wayne in favor of the Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., and by which it 
will take over the Home company’s in- 
terests in Auburn and Kendallville. 

The merger will leave only one tele- 
phone company in Ft. Wayne and the 
change will be made as soon as possible, 
officers of the Home company state. By 
the new arrangements the Home company 
will have adequate Bell toll connections. 


Hearings on Detroit Metered Tele- 
phone Case Resumed. 
Hearing of the Detroit metered tele- 


phone case was resumed April 8 in the 
Ingham Circuit Court at Lansing, Mich. 
Judge Wiest has asked that the 2,200 
pages of testimony before the railroad 
commission be read to him. 

Arguments on the petition of the city 
for a permanent injunction against the 
railroad commission and the Michigan 
State Telephone Co. to prevent the me- 
tered rates from going into effect are ex- 
pected to open immediately after the 
reading of the testimony. 





Home Company to Take Over Bell 
Plant in Cambridge, Ohio. 

The Ohio Public Utilities Commission, 
cn March 28, authorized the Cambridge 
Home Telephone Co., of Cambridge, 
Ohio, to purchase the property of the 
Central Union Telephone Co. in that city 
for a consideration of $63,200, and con- 
solidate the two systems. The purchaser 
is limited to capitalizing the acquired 
property at $49,376. 


Valuation of Toledo Property of 
Ohio State Ordered. 

The Ohio State Telephone Co. was re- 
strained by an order of the Ohio Public 
Utilities Commission from putting into 
effect its proposed increase in rates in To- 
ledo on April 1. The company is ordered 
by the commission to make an inventory 
of its property in Toledo by July 1, after 
which a valuation of the property will be 
made by the commission’s engineers. 





Kentucky Telephone Consolida- 
tion Bill Signed by Mayor. 

bill designed to enable the consol- 
idaon of telephone companies in Ken- 


b] 
ee 


tucky, under the constitutional amend- 
ment adopted last November, has been 
signc by Governor Stanley. 


York Wire Tapping Bill 

. Passed by Senate. 
The New York Senate recently by a 

vote of 43 to 3, passed the Murphy bill, 


designed to prevent the tapping of tele- 
Phone ines. Under its provisions, per- 
Mission to “listen in” can be granted 


only I y the chief justice of the appellate 
division in each department, or by three 
justices named by: him. 
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Height of Telephone Wires Cross- 
ing Public Highway. 

While telegraph and telephone wires 
crossing a highway must be high enough 
for the usual and ordinary travel, they 
need not be high enough for extraordi- 
nary travel, in which case the traveler 
must keep a lookout—Wegner vs. Kelly; 
Supreme Court of lowa; 165 Northwest- 
ern, 449, 


Summary of State Commission 
Hearings and Rulings. 
CALIFORNIA. 

March 13: The commission authorized 
the Little Shasta Telephone Co., an un- 
incorporated association of six ranchers 
and sawmill owners, to convey to J. H., 
Joseph V. and Augusta M. Hessig, a part- 
nership doing business as the Klamath 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., its telephone 
line extending from Montague to Mount 
Hebron. Authority was also given the 
Klamath company to construct, maintain 
and operate a long distance line between 
Dorris and Mount Hebron, the service 
to be limited to toll service. No. 5200. 

FLORIDA. 

May 15: Hearing at Eustis on the 
application of the Lake County Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase its rates in 
that town. No. 187. 

May 15: Hearing at Eustis on the 
application of the Lake County Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase its rates in 
Tavares. No. 188. 

May 15: Hearing at Eustis on the 
application of the Lake County Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase its rates in 
Groveland. No. 189. 

May 15: Hearing at Eustis on the 
application of the Lake County Telephone 
Co. for permission to increase its rates in 
Mt. Dora. No. 190. 


ILLINOIS. 


March 19. The commission ordered the 
LeRoy Telephone Co. to reinstall a tele- 
phone in the residence of the complainant, 
Sam Cosby, at the regular residence rates. 
It appears that the complainant is oper- 


‘ating a draying business, maintains no of- 


fice but operates from his residence 
house. The telephone company placed 
him in the classification of business sub- 
scribers and advanced his rate to the 
business rate. This the complainant re- 
fused to pay, whereupon his telephone 
was taken out. No. 7271. 

March 19. The commission authorized 
the Farmers Telephone Co. to increase 
its from $10 to $12 per year. No. 
7718. 

April 1: The Odin Telephone Co. is 
authorized to increase its rates at Odin 
and Sandoval from $24 to $30 per year 
on business telephones, from $12 to $15 
per year on residence telephones and to 
$4 per year for switching service. The 
company maintains exchanges at Odin 
and Sandoval, operated under one man- 
agement and with one set of books. The 
commission finds that the expenses should 
be prorated on the basis of 38 per cent 
to Odin exchange and 62 per cent to the 
Sandoval exchange. Under the present 
rates the two exchanges lost $606 allow- 
ing 6 per cent for depreciation. Under 
the new rates the net income per year 
will be $670 or a return of 5.49 per cent 
on the entire investment. The new rates 
were to become effective as of April 1, 
1918. No. 7018. 

April 1: The Orion Telephone Ex- 


change Association filed an application 
with the commission November 14, 1917. 
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asking authority to increase rates from 


$1 per month to $1.50 per month for 
business telephones and to increase rural 
switching charges from $3.50 per year per 
telephone to $9 per year, leaving the resi- 
dence rates $1 per month which was the 
rate heretofore charged. No notice of 
the proposed increase has: been given as 
is provided by law. No inventory of the 
property of the company has been filed 
nor any evidence to justify the increase. 
On March 15 the telephone company was 
notified that unless it produced before the 
commission some reason why the case 
should be further continued, it would be 
dismissed. No such showing was made 
and the case was therefore stricken from 
the docket. No. 7461. 

April 1: The commission approved a 
new schedule of rates of the Stephenson 
County Telephone Co. which does not 
contain any increase in rates but embodies 
certain rules, regulations and _ practices 
which it appears the company has had 
in force for a number of years, but which 
were not incorporated in the original 
schedule filed with the commission. No. 
7460. 

April 1: The Mendon Telephone Co. 
is authorized to increase its rates and 
switching charges as follows: From $9 
to $12 per year for each telephone in- 
strument owned and maintained by the 
company and used by the subscriber; 
from $6 per year to $12 per year for each 
instrument owned by the subscriber and 
used in the service. The telephone com- 
pany is given permission to allow to each 
and every subscriber who owns his own 
instrument as an annual rental therefor 
the sum of $1.60. All switching charges 
to subscribers of other telephone com- 
panies using the switching service of the 
company are to be increased from the 
present contract prices to $3 per year for 
each instrument used in the service. No. 


mrs 


75522. 

April 1: Complaint of Power et al 
vs. Chicago Tunnel Co. and Illinois Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., relative to the 
discontinuance of the operation of the 
Chicago automatic telephone plant, dis- 
missed, as the contentions in the case 
were disposed of in a ruling bv the cir- 
cuit court of Cook county on September 
13, 1917. No. 7076. 

April 16: Hearing at Springfield in 
the matter of approval of a new rate 
schedule of the Christian County Tele- 
phone Co. for Taylorville, Pana, Mor- 
risonville, Edinburg, Stonington, Owaneco 
and Kincaid. No. 6688. 

April 16: Hearing at Springfield in 
complaint of G. R. Voelker, of Edgewood, 
and George Duckwitz, of Altamont, vs. 
the Watson & Gilmore Telephone Co., 
relative to rule prohibiting the use of the 
German language over its telephone lines. 
No. 7946. 

April 16: Hearing at Springfield on 
the application of the Kansas Mutual 
Telephone Co. for a certificate of con- 
venience and necessity to operate in 
Kansas and vicinity, Edgar county; also 
for permission to issue $2.500 of its cap- 
ital stock. No. 7901 and 7902. 

April 16: Hearing at Springfield on 
the application of the Stronghurst Tele- 
phone Co. for authority to remove dis- 
criminations in rates, fix switching rates 
and toll rates on certain lines in the 
vicinity of Stronghurst. No. 5207. 
_Aoril 16: Hearing at Springfield on 
citation, on commission’s own motion, 
ordering the Marion County Co-operative 
Telephone Co. to show cause for viola- 
tion of General Order 30 of the commis- 
sion; also for discontinuance of service 
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with the Kinmundy 
Exchange. No. 7667. 

April 16: Hearing at Springfield in 
the case of the Chestnut Mutual Tele- 
phone Co. vs. the Mt. Pulaski Telephone 
& Electric Co., relative to petition for 
physical connection for the establishment 
of a continuous line of communication 
by the defendant company with the com- 
plainant company at Mt. Pulaski; also a 
determination of an equitable system of 
rates for switching and long distance 
charges. No. 7903. 

April 16: Hearing at Springfield on 
the application of the Lomax Telephone 
Co. to change rates in the village of Lo- 
max. No. 7918 

April 17: Hearing at Springfield on 
the application of the Teutopolis Tele- 
phone Co. for a certificate of convenience 
and necessity to operate in and near the 
city of Teutopolis. No. 7879. 

April 17: Hearing at Springfield on 
the application of the Jasper County Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. for authority to 
execute its notes in the aggregate amount 
of $2,750. No. 7897. 

April 17: Hearing at Springfield on 
the joint application of the receivers of 
the Central Union Telephone Co. and 
the Blue Mound Telephone Co. for the 
approval of the sale by the receivers and 
purchase by the Blue Mound company of 
the Decatur-Blue Mound circuit. No. 
7956. 

April 17: Hearing at Springfield on 
the joint application of the receivers of 
the Central Union Telephone Co. and the 
Moweaqua Telephone Co. for the ap- 
proval of the sale by the former to the 
latter of a part of the circuit between De- 
catur and Moweaqua. No. 7959. 


INDIANA. 


March 28: Petition filed by the South- 
ern Telephone Co. of Indiana, with head- 
quarters in Jeffersonville, for permission 
to increase its rates in the territory 
which it covers. 

March 28: The commission approved 
the deal by which the Central Union Tele- 
phone Co. will withdraw from Fort 
Wayne in favor of the Home Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. and by which it will take 
over the Home company’s interests in 
Auburn and Kendallville. 

March 30: The commission granted the 
Monroeville (Ind.) Home Telephone Co. 
an increase in rates from 35 to 60 cents 
a month on the various classes of service. 

March 30: The commission denied the 
application of the Greencastle Local 
Phoenix Telephone Co. for an increase 
in rates. Commission holds that company 
must bear its share of the war’s burdens. 


Mutual Telephone 


MINNESOTA. 
April 11: Hendrum (Minn.) Tele- 
Phone Co. authorized to increase rates. 


Practice of allowing preferential rates to 
subscribers owning instruments ordered 
discontinued. 

April 12: The commission authorized 
the Wastedo Telephone Co. to increase 
its rates from 75 cents per month for 
rural subscribers and $1 per month for 


lisiness subscribers to $1 per month for 
all subscribers. aie | 


he ori 13: The commission authorized 
¢ Albany (Minn.) Telephone Co. to in- 

Crease its rates. 

Pt 13: Application of Ivanhoe 

+ soe nat ! elephone Co. to increase rates, 

— Company ordered to install 

: orm system of accounts prescribed by 
€ commission. : 
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April 22: Hearing at Rochester on the 
application of the Farmers Telephone Co. 
of Olmsted county to increase its rural 
rates in the vicinity of Rochester. 

April 23: Hearing at Grand Meadow 
on the application of the Home Telephone 
Co. to increase its local and rural rates 
at Grand Meadow. 

April 24: Hearing at Sherburn on the 
application of the Elm Creek Telephone 
Co. to increase its rural telephone rates 
in the vicinity of Sherburn. 

April 26: Hearing at Elk River on the 
application of Andrew Davis for an inde- 
terminate permit to construct and operate 
a telephone line in the village of Elk 
River, to connect at some point outside 
of the corporate limits of the village with 
the lines of the Sherburne County Rural 
Telephone System. 

MONTANA. 


March 28: The commission granted 
the application of the Big Timber Home 
Telephone Co. for a net increase of 25 
cents a month on all business and resi- 
dence telephones, and an increase of 50 


cents a month on residence extension 
service. 

NEBRASKA. 
April 9: Amended application of 


Sutherland-Fairview Telephone Co. for 
increase of rates for rural service from 
$12 a year to $18 gross and $15 net; 
it appearing that the character of the 
service given and the present income upon 
a valuation of $1,896 is insufficient to pay 
a return upon the investment in addition 
to the proper charges, application was 
granted. 


April 9: Complaint of Otto Knigge 
against Glenwood Telephone Co. that he 
cannot get service at Guide Rock, filed. 

April 9: Complaint of O. O. Smith 
against Ainsworth Telephone Co. of poor 
service on Ainsworth exchange, filed. 

April 10: Application of Arapahoe 
Telephone Co. for permission to charge 
a four-party residence rate of $1 a month, 
filed. 

April 10: Application of Platte County 
Telephone Co., of Columbus, for permis- 
sion to sell $4,000 of treasury stock, filed. 

April 11: Application of Lincoln Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co. for permission to 
sell $500,000 worth of 7 per cent common 


‘stock, at par, granted. 


April 11: Application of Nebraska 
Telephone Co. for permission to estab- 
lish toll rates from exchanges at Antioch, 
Ellsworth, Hoffland and Lakeside; it ap- 
pearing that the company has just com- 
pleted the installation of exchanges at 
the towns named and that the rates asked 
for are in accordance with the standard 
toll charges, authority asked is granted. 

April 11: The commission granted the 
application of the Nebraska Telephone 
Co. for permission to establish new 
schedules of rates on the exchanges at 
Ashton, Litchfield, Loup City and Rock- 
ville, recently purchased from the Sher- 
man County Telephone Co. It appeared 
that there are only minor changes in the 
rates on file and established by the 
predecessor company, these changes be- 
ing the elimination of flat rate service to 
Arcadia from the Loup City exchange. 
desired by both companies affected, and 
the elimination at Litchfield of flat rate 
charges for optional service to rural lines 
for which no demand exists. The rates 
established permit additional flat charges 
for additional exchange service, and pro- 
vide for a discount of $3 a year from the 
$15 a year flat rate for rural line service 


— more than ten parties are on a 
ine. 


April 18: Continued hearing at com- 
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mission offices of the application of the 
Beaver City Telephone Co. for an increase 
in rates at Beaver City. ; : 

May 1: Hearing upon application of 
L. H. Blackledge and other patrons ask- 
ing for a consolidation of the Red Cloud 
exchange of the Lincoln Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. and the Farmers’ Indepen- 
dent Telephone Co. re 

May 8: Hearing on application of citi- 
zens desiring consolidation of service of 
the Farmers’ Independent Telephone Co. 
and the Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., at Red Cloud. 


OHIO. 

March 19: The commission approved 
a plan for the consolidation of the Citi- 
zens Telephone Co., of Coshocton, Ohio, 
and the plant of the Central Union Tele- 
phone Co. in that city. 

March 28: Ohio State Telephone Co., 
restrained from putting into effect pro- 
posed increase in rates in Toledo on April 
1; company ordered to make inventory 
of property; valuation also to be made 
by commission. 

March 28: The commission approved 
the increased rates filed by the Ohio State 
Telephone Co. for its Canton exchange 
but ordered many improvements made to 
the plant. 

March 28: The commission authorized 
the Cambridge (Ohio) Home Telephone 
Co. to purchase the property of the Cen- 
tral Union Telephone Co. in that city for 
$63,200. 

March 28: The commission authorized 
the Central District Telephone Co. to sell 
to the Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone 
Co. all its eastern Ohio property for $2,- 
644,940. 

OKLAHOMA. 

April 8: Application filed by 66 Inde- 
pendent telephone companies for rate in- 
creases, through the Oklahoma Indepen- 
dent Telephone Association. 

April 8: The commission dismissed * 
the complaint of the Central Telephone 
Co. against the Windber Telephone Co. 
in which the complainant alleged that the 
defendant was infringing upon its terri- 
tory and that a telephone line was con- 
structed without permission from the 
commission. 

The commission, however, holds that 
the charter of the Central Telephone Co. 
gives the company the right to construct 
the line in question. The Windber Tele- 
phone Co. has a similar right and the 
commission may not restrain either from 
extending its lines or service. 

The commission advises that the com- 
pany officials meet in conference to ob- 
tain a satisfactory conclusion which the 
commission is powerless by order to im- 
pose upon them. The expense of oper- 
ating two telephone lines in the same dis- 
trict may be avoided by such conference, 
it is suggested. 

_ The territory in dispute is that about 
Cairnbrook, Paint -Borough, Foustwell, 
Arrow, and Seanor. 


SoutH DAKOTA. 


April 6: The commission denied the 
application of the Farm & Home Tele- 
phone Co., of Wagner, for an increase in 


rates. F-457. 
WISCONSIN. 
April 23: Hearing on the application 
of the Amherst Electric Service Tele- 


phone Co. for authority to increase rates. 
U-1306. 

April 24: Hearing on the application 
of the Morris Telephone Co. for authority 
to increase rates. U-1307. 

April 25: Hearing on the application 
of the Cuba City Telephone Exchange Co. 
for authority to increase rates. U-1308. 











What Is Your Company Doingr 


Chats About Company Doings. 
By Stanley R. Edwards. 

“Watch your step, grip, foresight,” is 
the title of a page in the Safety First 
Bulletin of the Texas Telephone Co. Un- 
der it are related the details of an acci- 
dent in Orange, Texas. 

A lineman was stringing drop wire 
across a street and allowed it to catch in 
the top of a buggy occupied by a woman. 
The foreman was on the ground when 
the accident happened. 

It cost $12.50 to repair the buggy top. 
Fortunately the horse was gentle, so it 
did not run away, and no one was hurt. 

An installer, in descending a pole, 
stepped on a snowbank. The snow gave 
way and his right leg sank into the snow. 
As he tried to catch himself, his left foot 
came in contact with his right leg, caus- 
ing the spur to cut his right leg just above 
the knee. 





Following up his advertisement re- 
questing advance notice for the moving 
of telephones, the manager of the Mod- 
ern Telephone Co. discussed the matter 
of the cost of moving telephones and 
why it is only right and proper that a 
charge should be made for this service. 
His arguments are shown in the repro- 
duction of the advertisement. 





Mention was recently made of the use 
in their advertising that some companies 
make of items published in TELEPHONY. 
Under the heading, “Subscribers Only 
Entitled to Telephone Service,” the Home 
Telephone Co., Joplin, Mo., ran a half- 
page advertisement in the Sunday paper. 

The information upon which the ad- 
vertisement was based was obtained from 
ruling of the Georgia commission relative 
to the free use of telephones, which was 
published in TrLtepHony of March 30. 
The points brought out in the commis- 
sion’s ruling fitted the case of the Joplin 
company exceptionally well just at this 
time, and were, therefore, set forth 
prominently in the advertisement. 





W. L. Bott, manager of the Jasper 
County Telephone Co., Rensselaer, Ind., 
worked a new stunt on his patrons on the 
opening of the Third Liberty Loan cam- 
paign. After the clock struck midnight, 
he fired the first shot declaring the rush 
was on for going over the top for Rens- 
selaer and Jasper county, 

The two night operators, Misses Thel- 
ma and Ruth Wynegar, assisted by the 
two day operators, Misses Madeline 
Moore and Osa Simons, who gave up 
their night’s rest and volunteered their 
services, thoroughly awakened the com- 
munity to the fact that the campaign was 
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Cableman drove up to cable lead, swung 


platform on messenger, tied guy ropes to the wagon with- 
out unhitching his horses; horses frightened and jumped, 


shook man off platform, injuring him severely. 


“Safety First’? Bulletin of the Texas Telephone Co. and Associated Companies Tells a 
Story Graphically and to the Point—Actual Occurrences Are Cited as Examples. 











as possible. 


costs us at least $8.00. 


the ones required to pay. 














WHO PAYS THE COST OF 
MOVING TELEPHONES? 


Simply to move a telephone from one place to another inside 
the same house costs from $2.00 upward, depending on the time 
and material required. No charge is made to subscribers for that, 
but the high price of labor and wire makes it necessary to con- 
serve our resources by making as few unnecessary inside moves 


To transfer a telephone from one house to another costs the 
same as a new installation—an average of $8.00—when the tele- 
phone has to be installed, but we charge only $1.00 for what 


To transfer your service from one house to another, when there 
is a telephone in the house you expect to occupy, necessitates the 
changing of the outside wires so you will not get the calls in- 
tended for the person who previously lived there, or else the 
switchboard operator has to transfer every call from your old 
switchboard number to your new number. In any case some 
extra service is performed and expense incurred. 


A charge of $1.00 is made for this also and telephone companies 
expect to be reimbursed for transferring service from one loca- 
tion to another by a uniform charge to all who move. If the 
telephone company had to stand it, the rates would have to be 
raised—but those who make the extra expense by moving, ar 


Modern Telephone Company 
The Independent Building 


Corner Service and Progress Streets 
Contract Dept. No. 100 




















The Modern Telephone Co. Runs an Advertisement Each Thursday in the | ocal 
Evening Paper at a Cost of $4.20. This is the Full Size of the Advertisement- 
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hundred subscribers were 


on. Several 
called between midnight and 4:30 a. m. 
When they answered their telephones, the 
sweet voice of the operator would greet 


them with: 
3onds today.” 

Only a few of those routed from their 
night’s slumbers exhibited unpleasantness 
of disposition and one even swore—but 
many said it was the best yet and com- 
plimented the girls at the office for their 
work. Doubtless there were several doz- 
ens of Rensselaer’s subscribers who 
learned it was the day to buy Liberty 
Bonds who would not otherwise known 
of its importance. 

If anyone has any doubt that the tele- 
phone is a good and sufficient medium for 
publicity, just ask any patron of the Jas- 
per County Telephone Co. 


“Please buy your Liberty 








The Liberty Loan parade in !ndianap- 
olis on April 6 was the largest of its kind 
ever held in that city. The 40,000 persons 
who participated represented the various 
army and navy divisions, fraternal socie- 
ties, business men’s organizations, public 
schools, etc. 

There were a large number of floats in 
the parade, and one of the most attractive 
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Kentucky, during the first days of the 
Liberty Loan drive. 

At Bowling Green, Ky., and a number 
of other places, the operators at the tele- 
phone exchange were instructed to answer 
all calls by saying, “Buy a Liberty Bond; 
Number please?” They continued this 
throughout the day that was set aside as 
Liberty Loan day. 

Tndependent telephone companies in 
the role of egg gatherers are something 
new, but the companies around Waco, 
Texas, successfully carried out this novel 
Some kind-hearted lady, 
visiting the base hospital at Camp Mac- 
Arthur, near Waco, learned that the pa- 
tients there were in need of really fresh 
eggs, the hospital 
found it almost impossible to obtain any 


duty recently, 


authorities having 
but cold storage eggs. 

She put the proposition of obtaining 
fresh eggs up to a Waco newspaper, and 
the newspaper, knowing the reputation of 
telephone companies for doing big things 
quickly, called upon President J. B. Earle 
of the Texas Telephone Co. for help. 

Mr. Earle telephoned all the Indepen- 
dent exchanges in the vicinity of Waco. 
The managers of the local exchanges had 


You havent gone across 
ACROSS 


aA? 
‘ ' 


ry 


Float of Indianapolis Telephone Co. 
ones was that of the Indianapolis Tele- 
phone Co. The reproduction of a photo- 
grap the float shows that someone 
spent considerable time in getting up the 
float, h admirable results. 

An ictive full page Liberty Loan 
adver nent was published in Kansas 
City, papers, April 10, by the Kansas 
City Telephone Co. The entire 
Space devoted to boosting the Loan, 
the or eference to the telephone com- 
Pany | the words, “This advertise- 
ment 1 ntributed by the Kansas City 
Home T.'ephone Co.” 

A nove! idea in advertising Liberty 
bonds wz : 


used in a number of cities in 





Buy Liberty Bonds 


in Liberty Loan Parade. 


their operators call the subscribers in the 
rural districts. Within three days, 1,052 
dozen fresh eggs had been brought to the 
local telephone exchanges by subscribers, 
Gelivered by the local exchanges to Waco, 
and turned over, without charge, to the 
Camp MacArthur base hospital for the 
benefit of the soldier patients there. 


A very novel telephone case came up 
recently before the management of one 
of the large Independent companies. 

It had a subscriber who decided that 
his income would no longer justify him in 
keeping a telephone, so he ordered it 
taken out. His wife and daughter came 
to the company’s offices and offered to 
sign a new contract and pay for the serv- 
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ice, and asked to have the telephone re- 
main, 

The father then told the company that 
he was the head of the family and paid 
the rent. He stated that he would not 
consent to the telephone remaining and 
that if the company did not take it out, 
he would disconnect it himself. The 
women are insisting that the telephone 
company give them service so long as 
they comply with the company rules. 

There was a case before the Nebraska 
last fall where a 
teacher lodged a complaint that a com- 
pany refused her 
paid a bill of $12 owed by her father, who 
had left the family home. 


commission school 


service to unless she 
It was learned 
that the wife had guaranteed the company 
against loss when it refused further serv- 
ice to the husband. The commission held 
that the application of the daughter who 
lived with her mother was a subterfuge 
and that service need not be rendered. 
The case in question, however, is dif- 
ferent from this Nebraska 
would like to hear of opinions of 
readers on it. 


case, SO we 
our 
It is an unusual happening 
but one likely to confront any company. 
What's the answer? 

A prominent telephone man received a 
letter last month which he _ treasures 
highly—for he “When I get 
gloomy and need a laugh, I get it out and 
read it.” 

Well, we read the letter—which is not 


Says: 


from a telephone company, by the way— 
and agree that it is good reading for 
cloudy days. It’s passed on for someone 
should have use for that cable whatever 
it is. 

“We have to offer a mile of lead-cov- 
ered, second-hand telephone cable and 
should like to know if you would be able 
to use all or any part of it. 

It is now laying on the bottom of a 
lake, where it was last used, but if we 
find a sale for it, it,is our intention to 
take it up. If you are interested, let us 
know and we will be able to send you 
a sample as soon as the ice goes out of 
the lake, 

At present we are unable to state the 
size of the wire, or the thickness of the 
insulation or the lead, but we know that 
there are two  rubber-covered copper 
wires, incased in the lead and, as we re- 
member it, the cable itself is about the 
size of two lead pencils. The weight of 
the cable and reel was about 2,000 pounds. 

If you care to consider it, advise us 
about what it would be worth to you, and 
if we can see any money in it for us, 
we will take it up. As far as service 
goes, we know of no reason why it is 
not as good as the day it was made; in 
fact, we would guarantee it to be in per- 
fect condition. 

If you are not in the market at this 
time, you might keep it in mind for the 
future.” 








Practical Subjects—Discussions 


Preparing Inventory Sheet and 
Unit Cost Data. 

I have an invoice of our plant, made 
up about a year ago, which we believe is 
very complete. We did not hire an expert 
engineer to do it—I did it myself. 

First, I arrived at the first cost of each 
unit installed, making my tables of unit 
costs as I figured them out. After com- 
fleting the table and getting our forms 
printed, we were then ready to start the 
invoice. 

One of the invoice sheets showing a 
sample entry for one section is sent you. 
This is so plain that it needs no explana- 
tion. We keep substation equipment on 
separate sheets. All equipment from the 
public road to the telephone, except the 
telephone instrument itself, is owned by 
the subscriber. 

The matter of keeping this invoice up 


some cases where the telephone was on 
an upper floor in a residence, and where 
the wires were brought in from the rear 
and carried over and around the wood- 
work from room to room, as much as 
100 feet of wire were left in one resi- 
dence, while in some buildings hundreds 
of feet of wire were left in all. 


Telephone installation men were very 
careless in the way they used wire. No 
special effort was made to conserve. 
Drop wires could be brought around the 
outside of the house, at a big saving in 
cost. but the linemen merely carried the 
wires to the house, and left it for the 
installation man to do the best he could, 
regardless of the amount of material 
which it would be necessary to use in 
getting the telephone located where the 
subscriber preferred it. 

The methods are different today in 


doing with it. In some offices he has to 
‘requisition his needs, and he is no longer 
allowed to go to the stock room and just 
help himself to whatever he needs, and 
then some. Wire can be sold at too high 
a price as junk to allow it to be wasted. 

In taking out instruments the line 
crews are now working under different 
orders. Instead of cutting the wire off 
at the instrument, and at the point of 
contact with the drop wire, every bit of 
interior wire is now being removed by 
the linemen where instruments are taken 
out. The drop wires from the poles to 
the houses are also taken down and even 
the insulators, etc., are removed. When 
some of the telephone companies remove 
an instrument there is nothing to show 
that there ever was an instrument in the 
house, other than a few auger holes, tack 
holes, etc. 











to date, with the least amount of clerk many respects. The lineman boss in- Some of the house wire, of course, is 
hire for bookkeeping has been quite a quires where the telephone is to be worn or soiled, and can’t be utilized for 
Sheet No. fw. 
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Invoice Sheet Used by a Nebraska Company, Showing Sample Entry. 


problem with me—P. B. Cumings, gen- 
eral manager, Farmers Telephone Co. of 
Dodge County, Scribner, Neb. 





Removing Wiring When Instru- 
ment Is Ordered Taken Out. 

One of the interesting conservation 
features that has been brought about as 
a result of the war and the great in- 
crease in the cost of all telephone sup- 
plies and materials, is that of watching 
after the little things and utilizing all 
scrap in some way. 

A few years ago telephone companies 
annually left large quantities of house 
wire inside of residences and building 
when telephones were ordered out. In 


placed, and carries his drop wire to the 
nearest point. The installation man is 
saved much material and time, and the 
work is much better from the standpoint 
of the residence owner. 


In the old days no check of any kind 
was kept on the installation men. If a 
youngster asked one of these men for a 
few feet of wire, very few installation 
men thought anything of handing the 
youngster 25 to 50 ft. of wire, which cost 
the company about one-half cent a foot 
for insulated copper house wire. Today 
the cost is approximately one cent per 
foot, and the material is being averaged. 


A man who is using too much material 
is called on to explain just what he is 
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residence work again. However, much 
of this can be used in factory buildings, 
etc., or if it is short lengths and in bad 
shape it is scrapped for the old metal, 
which is worth considerable. The drop 
wire, which is generally of iron, is not 
worth much as scrap, but can in many 
cases be utilized to advantage by the coll- 
struction department. 

It is estimated that a large exchange 
can save several hundred dollars annually 
by removing all wire from premises where 
telephones are removed. The old idea 
was that the instrument might again be 
installed, especially where houses wet 
vacated. However, in a city where there 
are two telephone companies operating, 








April 20, 1918. 


it may be years before the company will 
again install an instrument in the house. 


Where houses are vacated, companies 
quite often leave the telephone and wires 
set up and ready for use until the house 
is again occupied. If the new tenant 
hasn’t any special preference it is quite 
easy to sign him up for service.on an 
instrument that has already been in- 
stalled and which is ready for use. 


In such cases the contract department 
keeps a watch on the house, and the mo- 
ment that it is occupied a representative 
of the contract department looks up the 
new tenant. In cases of party lines the 
new tenant may use the telephone for 
some time without the company discover- 
ing it, as there is no way of checking 
which letter the calls come from on a 
party line. However, no service would be 
given from the other end, until the con- 
tract was signed. 

Leaving instruments in has caused argu- 
ments in some cases, however, as the 
new tenant where the tenant is renting 
may claim that he rented the house with 
a working telephone in it. However, if 
the owner is unable to show that the 
lease did not cover the point, that is an 
argument for the tenant and owner to 
settle, and the telephone company merely 
has to refuse service until a contract is 
signed as between either the tenant and 
company, or the owner and company. 

However, where service is ordered out, 
very few companies are now leaving any 
equipment. For one thing the tenants in 
many cases can find some use for the 
wire, for clothes lines if nothing else, and 
it is removed before the telephone com- 
pany ever has occasion to use it again. 
Youngsters can find a hundred and one 
uses for small copper wire, which when 
the insulating is removed, can be used 
for many things, from wrapping gas and 
hose connections, hammer handles, etc., 
to amateur wireless plants, bells, etc. 

In the long run the 50 to 75 per cent 
increase in the cost of copper wires has 
resulte d in the companies figuring that it 
is much cheaper to remove all wiring 
and equipment when service is discon- 
tinued. For one thing the new tenant 
may want the telephone at an entirely dif- 
lerent place, and it would be necessary 
to take up the old wires, or allow them 


to remain useless. It is estimated that 
thousands of dollars worth of non-pro- 
ductiy: 


guipment has been left in houses 
annualiy within the past few years, but 
much of this loss is a thing of the past. 


Death Knell of Free Service 
Sounded in Connecticut. 


Ps Southern New England Telephone 
- 1s said to have an agent operating in 
aterbury, Conn., in an effort to discour- 


a nee in the practice of allow- 
iz — and neighbors the use of their 
- : Ones. The campaign will be ex- 
nded to other cities very shortly. 





TELEPHONY 


Steps are also being taken by the com- 
pany to provide sufficient pay stations in 
stores and buildings which are easily ac- 
cessible. When adequate accommoda- 
tions are provided, the telephone officials 
are to take added steps to compel enforce- 
ment of the law prohibiting free service. 





Report of Australian Postmaster 
General on Telephones. 
Despite the difficulties due to the war, 
the report of the telephone department 
of the Australian post office department 
for the year ended June 30, 1917, shows a 
profit of £17,234 ($86,170) 

time on record. 

Inability to obtain cable and other ma- 
terial from Great Britain, owing to the 
restrictions placed by the Ministry of 
Munitions upon the manufacture and ex- 
portation of material required for other 
than urgent war work, and to shipping 
difficulties, arising from war conditions, 
continue seriously to interfere with de- 
velopments, the report states. Every ef- 
fort is being made and will continue to 
be made to obtain material, but unless 
necessary supplies can be secured it is 
inevitable that it will be necessary to 
limit the program of new construction 
which has been set out, and probably pre- 
vent the department from meeting all 
demands for additional telephone service. 

Further progress has been made in the 
direction of installing automatic tele- 
phones, and contracts have been placed 
for automatic switchboards to be in- 
stalled at City North (Sydney), and Mal- 
vern (Victoria). Other installations, 
which it is desirable should be under- 
taken in the interest of economy, have 


for the first 
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Winding Small Magnet Coils With 
a Hand Drill. 
By C. F. Fitzgerald. 

Recently the writer found it necessary 
to wind a number of small magnet coils. 
No lathe was available and he was there- 
fore compelled to use such equipment as 
was at hand. Fig. 1 shows the rig finally 
adopted and which operated very satis- 
factorily for a makeshift. As indicated 

















Winding Small Coils With a Hand Drill. 


by the illustration, a small hand drill 
clamped in a vise was used in lieu of a 
lathe for turning the spool upon which 
the coil was to be wound. 

Each spool, as it was wound, was held 
on a bolt from which the head had been 
cut, the bolt being clamped in the chuck 
of the hand drill. The spool of new wire 
was mounted on a bolt inserted through 
a hole in the top of the bench. To pre- 
vent the spool from unwinding too rap- 
idly and to provide a reasonable tension 
on the wire being wound, a tension spring, 








New South Western 
June South Vic- Queens- Aus- Aus- Tas- 
30. Wales. toria. land. tralia. tralia. mania. Total. 
(1915 608 536 223 128 95 83 1,673 
Number of exchanges. { 1916 705 586 248 143 105 95 1,882 
| 1917 765 622 256 189 111 101 2,044 
Number of lines con- {1915 50,765 35,592 16,747 9,608 8,437 3,959 125,108 
MOCTON  ocececcceenes 4 1916 51,995 36,372 17,742 10,184 8,530 4,129 12,862 
{1917 57,553 38.025 18,5€2 10,742 8,470 4,300 137,652 
Number of _instru- (1915 63,422 45,939 20,175 12,615 10,627 4,535 157,317 
ments connected .. 4; 1916 69,010 48,812 21,430 13,404 10,852 4,908 168,416 
(1917 72,884 51,820 22,616 14,521 10,760 5,136 177,737 
Number of subscrib- 
ers’ instruments .. 1917 70,058 49,358 21,474 13,916 10,135 5,000 169,941 
Number of public tel- 
ephones ...... oea maa 1,421 1,278 748 402 328 106 4,283 
Number of other local 
instruments ...... 1917 1,405 1,184 394 203 297 30 3,513 
Estimated population. 1917 1,861,752 1,405,062 680,897 435,000 309,650 199,925 4,892,286 
Percentage of instru- J ists 3.2 3.2 2.9 2.76 3.2 2.24 3.11 
ments to popula- 4; 1916 3.72 3.45 3.14 3.09 3.45 2.44 3.58 
SE avivurccenees - (1917 3.9 3.69 3.32 3.24 3.47 2.57 3.63 








Comparative Telephone Statistics for the Commonwealth of Australia. 


been held over in consequence of financial 
stress and war conditions. 

Considerable progress has been made 
in the laying of underground conduits 
during the year. The total length of con- 
duits laid as completed June, 1917, 
throughout the commonwealth was 2,297 
duct miles, as compared with 2,101 duct 
miles on June 30, 1916. 

In the accompanying table are given 
some comparative telephone statistics of 
the commonwealth of Australia for the 
years 1915, 1916 and 1917: 


consisting of a strip of spring brass, was 
arranged to bear against one of the flanges 
of the spool. 

In operation, the crank of the hand 
drill is turned with the right hand while 
with the left the wire is guided onto the 
spool being wound. Some practice is nec- 
essary before one becomes expert in 
manipulating the device. However, after 
a couple of spools have been wound the 
winder can be operated very rapidly and 
will produce a neat, businesslike looking 
product. 








Biographical and Personal Notes 


Captain Terry W. Allen, U. S. Signal 
Corps Reserve, is now somewhere in 
France, news of his arrival having been 
received this week. Captain Allen, who 
is well known to telephone men, was for- 
merly president of the Allen Properties, 
Corinth, Miss., and a member of the 
board of directors of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association. He 
volunteered his services last spring and 
during the summer was ordered to Leon 
Springs, Texas, for training. Upon the 
completion of his training he was as- 
signed to Camp Gordon, Atlanta, Ga., 
where he was stationed all winter. 

E. E. Jinks, of Waco, Texas, for the 
past ten years connected with the plant 
department of the Texas Telephone Co., 
left Waco with his family on the morn- 
ing of April 6 for El Paso, Texas, and the 
Far West in a “house on wheels,” fitted 
up for him by employes of the Texas 
Telephone Co. Mr. Jinks has been in 
poor health for some time. Learning that 
an outdoor trip would probably be bene- 
ficial to him, through the interest of H. 
W. Birtch and others of the Waco ex- 
change, a Ford truck given by Mr. Jinks’ 
brother, was equipped for the journey. A 
new body was built on the car in the 
shop of the telephone company, and 
covered prairie schooner style. A _ bed 
was built in the car, and provision made 
for the necessary camping furniture, in- 
cluding a small tent, camp stove, and so 
on, all of which was furnished without 
cost to the sick man, through the interest 
of his friends. 

Accompanied by his wife, small son 
and a driver, Mr. Jinks will spend several 
months on the road, traveling in leisurely 
fashion, and it is hoped by his many 
friends that he will be greatly benefited 
by the trip. 

B. Y. Chambers, who has been dis- 
trict manager of the Central Home Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., at Paducah, Ky., 
for the past two years, has been trans- 
ferred to the eastern district with head- 
quarters at Maysville. For some time Mr. 
Chambers has been desirous of getting 
hack into the operating end of the tele- 
phone game and this transfer has made 
possible the fulfillment of his desire. 

E. M. Veatch, manager of the Padu- 
cah Home Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
Paducah, Ky., has been promoted to the 
position of district manager for the Cen- 
tral Home Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
with headquarters in Paducah, succeeding 
B. Y. Chambers. Mr. Veatch has only 
been with the Central Home company 
since last July but the company was not 
slow in recognizing his ability, as is tes- 
tified by his rapid promotion. 

K. E. Spears, cashier for the Paducah 
Home Telephone & Telegraph Co., at 


Paducah, Ky., has been promoted to the 
position of manager. 

Chas. B. Hall has recently been pro- 
moted to the position of assistant to the 
president of the Tri-State Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., St. Paul, Minn. Mr. Hall 
has been with the Tri-State company 
since early in 1916, having been engaged 
in contract work in connection with the 
change from manual to automatic service 
in St. Paul. 

Prior to going to St. Paul, Mr. Hall, 
for about two years, was chief of the tele- 
phone department of the Michigan Rail- 
road Commission and was intimately con- 
nected with the rate investigation in De- 
troit. 

Mr. Hall has been engaged in telephone 
work for the past 16 years and his wide 

















Chas. B. Hall. 


and varied experience well qualifies him 
for his new position. His first experience 
in the telephone field was with the Cleve- 
land Bell Telephone Co., at Cleveland, 
Ohio, in the capacity of chief commercial 
agent. This position he held until 1907 
when he was inade chief contract agent 
for the Home Telephone Co., Detroit, 
Mich. 

‘After a year’s service with the Detroit 
company, he severed his connections to 
become general manager of the Wash- 
tenaw Home Telephone Co., of Ann Ar- 
bor, Mich., in which capacity he made a 
most enviable record. His next position 
was with the Michigan Railroad Commis- 
sion. 

J. M. Dudgeon, wire chief for the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co. at 
McCool Junction, Neb., has been pro- 
moted to the position of local manager of 
the Milligan (Neb.) exchange. 
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J. P. Lahr, formerly in charge of the 
Lincoln Telephone & Telegraph Co.’s ex- 
change at Cedar Bluffs, Neb., has been 
named as manager at the Weeping Water 
exchange. He is succeeded at Cedar 
Pluffs by H. L. Anderson. 

R. I. Briggs, manager of the Citizens 
Telephone Co. at Cadillac, Mich., for the 
fast six years, has been transferred to 
Lansing, Mich. 

G. L. Olson, wire chief for the Citi- 
zens Telephone Co., at Cadillac, Mich., 
has been promoted to the position of 
manager. Mr. Olson has been in the em- 
ploy of the Citizens company for 15 
years. 

Oscar Thomas, manager of the Cum- 
berland Telephone & Telegraph Co., at 
Leitchfield, Ky., recently broke his collar- 
bone when he fell from a pole while re- 
pairing some wires. 

Mrs. Pearl Thomas has resigned her 
position as manager of the Whitewood, 
S. D., exchange of the Nebraska Tele- 
Miss Lillian 
been appointed to succeed her. 

Wm. H. O’Brien, of 
Mass., chief of the telephone and tele- 
graph department of the Massachusetts 
Public Service has an- 
nounced his candidacy for the Democratic 


phone Co. Peterson has 


Dorchester, 


Commission, 


congressional nomination in the 12th dis- 
trict. 
M. M. Dewberry is now proprietor of 
the Sacul Telephone Co. at Sacul, Texas. 
Obituary. 


Frank Elgan, district commercial 
manager of the Iowa Telephone Co., at 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, passed away March 
30 at the age of 48. 

Robert Thurman, for the 
years troubleman for the Louisville Home 
Telephone Co., Louisville, Ky., recently 
died from heart trouble, following an at- 
tack of typhoid fever. 


past 15 


Charles Fleetwood Sise, president of 
the Bell Telephone Co. of Canada, who 
served as an officer on the Confederate 
privateer Alabama during the Civil War, 
died at his home in Montreal, Quebec, on 
April 9. 


Mr. Sise was born in Portsmouth, . 
H.,-in 1834, but was brought up in the 
South, near the estate of Jefferson Davis, 
later president of the Confedera Dur- 
ing the war he was sent to En nd by 
Mr. Davis, as a special messen::T, with 
funds for construction of the C derate 
commerce destroyer, on which ‘ec latet 
served as an officer. 

After the war he went to \/ontreal 
where he helped to found the !><ll Tele 
phone Co. of Canada, of whic: he w4 
made president, a position h retained 


until his death. 






Transmitter 
Easily Made. 

If standard transmitters cost only a 
trifle, and were not as large as a thimble, 
every repairman could carry a few in his 
pocket. Then when a in- 
strument refused to talk for reasons un- 
known to the subscriber, and the repair- 
man’s ten-mile trip disclosed a faulty 
transmitter, he could take a new one out 
of his pocket, screw it into place, and be 
on his way. 


Telephone Repairs 


subscriber’s 


At present, not often carrying a supply 
of new transmitters with him, he fre- 
quently has to hold the repair up for a 
second trip. Few telephone repairmen 
can restore a balky transmitter to perfect 
order on the premises of the subscriber. 

J. Skinderviken, of Chicago, is said to 
have so nearly approximated this desir- 
able condition that he leaves little to be 
desired in the way of transmitter re- 
pairs. He has been allowed a patent on 
a self-contained transmitter button. Ex- 
ternally the button is merely a _ cone- 
shaped bit of brass with a threaded stem, 
and a nut to fit the hole in the standard 
transmitter diaphragm. 

The whole device is a little smaller 
than a thimble and is stated to be ap- 
plicable to all makes of transmitters. It 
is claimed to have at least one great ad- 
vantage over the regular transmitter—it 
talks equally well in all positions, vertical, 
horizontal, inverted, or at any angle. 

The method of transmitter repair with 
the Skinderviken button is to remove 
with a small screwdriver, the metal bridge 
common to all standard transmitters, as 
it is not required with the button. The 
button is then screwed directly to the 
transmitter diaphragm, without any sup- 


port but its own screw stem. The whole 
Operation can be executed in little more 
than a minute. 

The buttons are now in actual use by a 
num! ‘£ Independent telephone com- 
panic ‘arl Smith, manager of Milford 
Telep! - Co., and D. W. Wiggs, man- 
ager Vatseka Telephone Co., both of 
lino: using them with satisfactory 
results 
Simp! ‘y Demountable Wheels 

‘aking Big Success. 

The . .aplicity Wheel Co. of Grand 
Rapids, ch., which started in a small 
way a |: over a year ago, now occu- 
Dies a ndid, new, modern home with 
full day! t on all sides and over 12,000 
feet of feo space. This building is lo- 
ne ne e center of the business dis- 
=a » Rapids. The offices and 
je —. coney several hundred feet 

8tound floor where practical dem- 


From Factory and Salesroom 


Convention: U. S. Independent Telephone Association, Chicago, June 25,26,27 and 28 


onstrations of the Simplicity demountable 
wheels for Ford cars are to be had at any 
time. 

The officers of the Simplicity Wheel 
Co. are: F. B. Raymond, president; F. 
W. French, vice-president; George Clap- 
perton, secretary-treasurer, and W. C. 
Everette, general manager. 

The utility of the Simplicity demount- 
able wheel outfits is evinced by the fact 
that they are sold from coast to coast 
to thousands of commercial car owners 
for laundries, dry goods and department 
stores, taxicab, express and telephone 
companies and, in fact, in every line of 
business where prompt service is neces- 
sary. One Chicago firm with branches 
all over the world, has already equipped 
750 of its Ford cars with Simplicity de- 
mountable wheel outfits during the past 
few months, This is but one of many 
nationally known concerns that have Sim- 

















Simplicity Demountable Wheels on Car. 


plicity standard equipment on all their 
Ford cars. 

One of the largest rubber companies 
in the country is installing Simplicity de- 
mountable wheels at its service stations 
throughout the United States owing to 
the fact that they found the tires wore 
better where installed with Simplicity de- 
mountable wheels the regular 
standard Ford equipment is used and 
there is no unslung weight as with de- 
mountable rims. 

The manufacturers state that the wheels 
can not work loose and wobble or wear 
the spindle, either of which causes a side 
play on the tread for which they were 
not built and thus causes them to wear 
out long before the guaranteed life of 
the tire. 

The Simplicity Wheel Co. is making 
many shipments to foreign countries 
among which are Australia, New Zealand 
and Siam, besides various countries in 
South America and Europe, in fact, most 
every country where Ford cars 
use. 


because 


are in 


Kellogg Advertisements in “Te- 
lephony’s” 1918 Directory. 
The 1918 TELEPpHOoNY’s Directory of the 
Telephone Industry, which has just been 
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issued, among many other novel features, 
contains an advertising insert with spe- 
cial The eight pages of this 
insert tell of the advantages of Kellogg 
telephones and 


features. 
switchboards in a new 
way. 

Each of the eight advertisements is 
a separate plate and all of them are what 
is termed in engravers’ parlance, reverse 
That means that all the black 
lines show in white and what would ordi- 
narily be white, are black. 
the illustrations show up in a 
manner and with considerable contrast, 
because the lines of each telephone and 
switchboard 


etchings. 


This makes 
unique 


are, therefore, white lines, 
while the spaces between the lines, or the 
background, show black. 

Each plate takes up a separate type of 
telephone and switchboard and describes 
the apparatus briefly. These plates, of 
course, are made from ordinary drawings 
in the usual way only in this particular 
case it cannot be said that Kellogg illus- 
trations are ordinary in the usual sense of 
this term. Each drawing is made by one 
of the best artists in this class of work 
and accurately interestingly 
trates the different sets. 
ments will be well 


and illus- 
These advertise- 
worth the time to 
study over. 

In preparing these pages a zinc etch- 
ing was made from each picture in the 
ordinary way and the descriptive matter 
was set up in type just as it would be for 
an ordinary piece of advertising. Then 
a “reverse” negative was made with the 
result described. 

The last page of the series contains a 
list of the equipment manufactured by 
this company. 
is standard equipment and orders based 


The apparatus described 


upon these pages will have prompt ship- 
ment. 


“Trailerize” Motor Trucks, Says 
Head of Fruehauf Company. 
“If the 435,000 motor trucks in the 
United States were operated at 80 per 
cent of the efficiency possible with semi- 
trailers, the total tonnage hauled by these 
units every 12 months would be equal to 
1,423,635 train loads of 55 freight cars 
each, or eight times as much as these 
trucks are now estimated to be hauling 
annually,” recently declared H. C. 
hauf, general manager of the Fruehauf 
Trailer Co., of Detroit, Mich, 
“According to recent estimates the 435,- 
000 motor trucks in this country have an 
average load capacity of 2% tons each. 
However, careful investigation developed 
the fact that the average motor truck 
operates at about 35 per cent efficiency. 
That is to say that a big majority of the 


Frue- 
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motor trucks are not loaded to their full 
capacity while being operated. 

Assuming that each truck makes an 
average of four trips per day for 300 
working days a year, the motor trucks 
now in service if operated with semi- 
trailers at 80 per cent efficiency, and 
carrying a load in one direction, would 
show a gain per year of 6,144 tons per 
truck of 2,672,640,000 tons per annum on 
all trucks in the United States. 

If these trucks, equipped with trailers, 
could carry loads in both directions this 
annual gain would be equal to 106,905,600 
fréight car loads of 50 tons each. The 


TELEPHONY 


‘magnitude of this extra tonnage is almost 


inconceivable, but it is 53 times the ton- 
nage handled through Great Lakes in 1917. 

Increased operating efficiency in motor 
trucks is imperative. The freight car and 
locomotive shortage is so great that we 
should make the widest and best use of 
our transportation facilities. 

It is true that many manufacturers, 


lumber dealers and operators, and busi- ’ 


ness men in other fields of industry have 
become aware of the economies resulting 
from the use of semi-trailers. But they 
are in the great minority. 

They know that a horse can pull a 
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much heavier load than it can carry, but 
they are slow to apply the same reasoning 
to a motor truck. 

Our experience, based on _ practical 
demonstrations, has been that a semi- 
trailer and truck will haul three times as 
much as the truck alone—and over the 
same roads and under the same condi- 
tions. This fact goes to show that al- 
though production of trucks for use in 
the United States may be curtailed to a 
great extent, because of the government's 
demands, there is a practical way to 
treble the present motor truck tonnage in 
this country.” 


Condensed Telephone News 


Officers of Companies Are Urgently Requested to Forward to Us Promptly 
All Financial and Other Statements as Soon as Issued and Any Items Relat- 
ing to Construction, Rebuilding, or Changes in Their Plants and Systems 


New Telephone Companies and 
Incorporations. 


CHENEYVILLE, ILL.—Articles of incorpo- 
ration have been filed by the Cheneyville 
Telephone Co. with $3,000 capital stock. 


The incorporators are I. N. Heaton, 
Frank Retiz and Ray M. Brougher. 
ALBURNETT, Iowa. — The Alburnett 


Telephone Co. has been incorporated with 
$10,000 capital stock. E. R. Balderson is 
president of the company and Edwin 
Haehlen, secretary. 

GoopELL, Iowa.—The Goodell Mutual 
Telephone Co. has been organized with a 
capital stock of $5,000 by S. S. Matson, 
president; J. H. Bremmer, vice-president ; 
Finis C. Letch, secretary; J. E. Savogue, 
treasurer; W. Schlichting, C. G. Okruey 
and F. C. Dominy, directors. 

GRINNELL, [owA.—The Grinnell Farm- 
ers Telephone Co. has been organized and 
the following officers elected: W. M. 
Simmons, president; George Hafkey, 
vice-president; T. A. Harris, treasurer; 
and Harvey McFate, secretary. 

CERULEAN, Ky.—The Cerulean Springs 
Telephone Co. has filed articles of in- 
corporation with $1,000 capital stock. 
The incorporators are: J. L. Blakeley, 
Alex Wallace and John G. White. 

Linton, Ky—The Linton Telephone 
Co. has been incorporated with $3,000 
capital stock by R. L. Nunn, C. T. Nunn 
and William Blackford. 

VALeERIA, Ky.—Articles of incorpora- 
tion were recently filed by the Hazel 
Green Valeria Telephone Co., with a 
capital of $210. The incorporators are 
B. T. Helton, Shiloh Swango and Roy 
Cannoy. 

COLUMBIAVILLE, Micu.—The Columbia- 
ville Telephone Co. has been incorporated 
with $18,000 capital stock. The incorpo- 
rators are Sumner C. Hollenbeck. presi- 
dent, Mary J. Hollenbeck and Otto P. 
Hanneman, all of Columbiaville. 

Fostorta, Micu.—The Fostoria Tele- 
phone Co. has been incorporated with 
$10,000 capital stock by Brooks T. Bearss, 
of Fostoria. and Sumner C. Hollenbeck 
and Otto P. Hanneman, of Columbia- 
ville. 

Krncston, Micu.—Articles of incorpo- 
ration have been filed by the Kingston 
Home Telephone Co. with $10,000 capital 


stock. Chas. E. Lown, Wm. F. Hemmeter 
and Warren B. Serviss, of Saginaw, 
Mich., are the incorporators. 

Fercus Fairs, Minn.—Articles of in- 
corporation were filed recently in the 
office of the register of deeds in this city 
by the Henning-Folden Telephone Co. 
The company has an outhorized capitaliza- 
tion of $1,500. The officers are: Presi- 
dent, Olaf Peterson; vice-president, Ole 
O. Myra, and secretary-treasurer, Carl E. 
Kassell. 


Moccasin, Mont.—The Farmers’ Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. has been incorporated 
to build and operate a telephone line 
between Danvers, Kolin, Moccasin, 
Benchland, Windham, Utica and Denton. 
It is capitalized for $25,000 and the di- 
1ectors are: B. B. Blackman, C. M. Todd, 
Homer Wright, A. K. Raundel, G. B. 
King and W. F. Kruckeberg. 


CarRMEN, OKiA.—The Victor Telephone 
Co. has been incorporated with $500 
capital stock by A. J. Boyce, C. Salwaech- 
ter and H. V. Jordan, of Carmen. 

Fort Coss, OKLA.—The South Cobb 
Telephone Co. has filed articles of incor- 
poration with a capital stock of $400. 
The incorporators are J. J. Fielden, O. S. 
Beck and R. C. Heacock, of Fort Cobb. 

Corr, S. C—The Cope Telephone Co. 
has been incorporated with a capital 
stock of $2,000 to operate and maintain 
telephone lines in Cope and adjoining 
communities. The incorporators are: 
J. C. Shuler, N. J. Thomas, J. F. Kleckley 
and E. E. Ritter. 


BonesTEEL, S. D—The Lake View Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. has been incorporated 
with $500 capital stock by Adolphe C. 
Chapin, G. R. Witt and Gottlieb Bach- 
man, all of Bonesteel. 

Fiorence, S. D.—Articles of incorpora- 
tion have been filed by the Dexter Tele- 
phone Co. with a capital stock of $2,400. 
The incorporators are Iver Tvinde, An- 
drew Rear and Guy Halse. 

Newe.tt, S. D—The North Hilan 
Farmer Mutual Telephone Co. has filed 
articles of incorporation with $1,250 
capital stock. The incorporators are 
August Hammer, H. H. Johnson and 
Geo. Patridge, all of Newell. 

Oacoma, S. D—The Farmers & Mer- 
chants Telephone Co. has been incorpo- 


rated by F. A. Smith, J. N. Fulford and 
F. M. McManus, of Oacoma, with $2,500 
capital stock. 

Financial. 

Canton, Ga.—The Canton Telephone 
Co. was authorized to increase its capital 
stock from $2,850 to $10,000. 

GRAND Rapips, Micu.—The Citizens 
Telephone Co. recently declared its 83rd 
regular quarterly dividend. 

Morenci, Micu.—The Morenci Tele- 
phone Co. has increased its capital stock 
from $20,000 to $30,000. 

Co_tumMBus, Onto.—The Ohio State 
Telephone Co. declared its regular quar- 
terly dividend of 1% per cent, payable 
April 1 on stock of record on March 20. 

FINCASTLE, VA. — The Roanoke & 
Botetourt Telephone Co. has filed an 
amendment to its articles of incorpora- 


tion, increasing its capital stock from 
$10,000 to $15,000. 
Elections. 
Avucusta, I1t—The Augusta Mutual 


Telephone Co. recently elected the fol- 
lowing directors: R. B. Booker, C. H 
Mead, E. L. Thomas and C. O. Pitney. 

Tuscota, ILr.—At the annual meeting 
of the Douglas Telephone Co., held at 
the office of General Manager J. W. 
Hamilton in that city, the officers were 
re-elected as follows: President, J. H. 
Culver; vice-president, A. R. Creators; 
secretary, B. E. Converse, and treasuret, 
A. W. Wallace. 

Linn Grove, Inp—The Farmers Mu- 
tual Telephone Co. held its annual meet 
ing recently and elected the jfollowmg 


officers and directors for the ensuing 
year: President, P. D. Kiger; vice 
president, Fred Dubach: secretary, John 
Thomas; treasurer, Benjamin Moyer; 


directors, P. D. Kiger, David Spiecher, 
Jess Eckrote and Frank Hinchman. 
Newport, Inp.—The_ stockholders 0 
the Citizens Mutual Telephone Co. ff 
cently elected the following directors 1 
the ensuing year: Silas Morgan Charles 
S. Jackson, Clay E. Thomas, M. D. 
Weatherman, Bert Sykes, O. H. \\ eather- 
man and Harry M. Hughes. Followné 
the meeting of the stockholders, the & 
rectors elected the following officers: 
John A. Hughes, president, and 
Asbury, secretary and treasurer 
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Taking Chances? k 


Not at all— He’s 
equipped with the genuine 
KLEIN BELT and SAFETY STRAP 














It’s better to be sure than sorry. 
Specify “KLEIN’S” and Take 
No Chances 


The name, “Mathias Klein & Sons,” on Belts and Safety Straps 
means they are SAFE. LOOK FOR THE NAME. 


We can make IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT of 
leather goods — belts, safety straps, climber 
straps, tool bags, etc. . 


The name, Mathias Klein & Sons, coupled 
to leather goods for linemen and electricians 
means the same assurance of quality and trust- 
worthiness as it does in connection with tools. 


Don’t Forget—Our Complete Illustrated Catalog 
Awaits Your Request. 


MATHIAS KLEIN & SONS, Tool Mfrs. 


Canal Station 34, Chicago 


ERICSSON TELEPHONES 


If you desire telephones of quality and high class 
appearance, standardize on the Ericsson line. 
Forty years of experience behind our products. 
An absolute guarantee that is a guarantee in the 
full sense of the word goes with each instrument. 
You money back if not satisfied. 
Catalog sent on request 


ERICSSON MFG. CO., TEL. DEPT. 


45 NORTH DIVISION ST. BUFFALO, N. Y. 


, The “French” FOLDING DOOR Telephone Booth ‘ 


(Patent Pending) 
PROTECTION FROM INJURY: The point where the two leaves of 
the FOLDING DOOR meet is of such design as to prevent any possible 
chance of injuring the fingers. This feature makes the FOLDING 
DOOR booth a practical proposition. 



































Write for booklet describing the advantages of the ‘‘ Folding Door’’ Booth 


C. B. FRENCH CABINET COMPANY, Inc., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


DISTRIBUTORS 


Western Electric Company 


( INCORPORATED 


Houses in all principal cities 
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RICHMOND, INp.—At the annual meeting 
of the Richmond Home Telephone Co., 
John M. Lontz was elected president; E. 
H. Cates, vice-president, and Leroy 
Browne, secretary-treasurer. The direc- 
tors are James A. Carr, Samuel W. Carr, 
E. G. Hibberd, L. M. Flesh, P. W. Smith, 
Henry C. Starr, William M. Bailey, 
Charles McGuire, A. C. Lindemuth, 
Edgar F. Hiatt and W. A. Snyder. W. 
M. Bailey is superintendent; Leroy 
Browne, manager and cashier; Miss Alice 
Maley, bookkeeper, and Gath Freeman, 
the company’s attorney. 


JEFFERSON, Iowa.—The officers of the 
Citizens Mutual Telephone Co. were all 
re-elected at the annual meeting of the 
stockholders, as follows: W. A. McDon- 
ald, Sr., oresident; S. Flack, vice-presi- 
dent; J. A. Henderson, secretary, and S. 
J. Sayers, treasurer. 


MAYSVILLE, Ky.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Mason County Mutual Tele- 
phone Co., the following directors were 
elected: Mike Falrity, Charles Rhodes, 
John Shanklin, Elmer Downing, Elwood 
Tolle, W. E. Pyles and T. F. Gaither. 
Immediately after the meeting of the 
stockholders the directors met and elected 
the following officers: W. E. Pyles, presi- 
dent, and T. F. Gaither, secretary and 
treasurer. The company is planning ex- 
tensive improvements during the coming 
year. ‘ 

Unity, Marine—The County Tele- 
phone Co. has elected officers and di- 
rectors for the ensuing year as follows: 
President, E. D. Chase; vice-president 
and business manager, C. M. Whitney; 
secretary, A. L. Ester; treasurer, C. S. 
Cook; directors, F. A. Whitehouse, C. M. 
Whitney, C. C. Fowler, L. D. Smith, A. 
L. Estes, F. J. Conner, L. I. Bussey and 
R. E. Stone. 


TELEPHONY 


FARMINGTON, Minn.—At the annual 
meeting of the Star Telephone Co. the 
following board of directors was elected: 
R. J. Farley, James Slater, E. H. Dosey, 
J. H. Sullivan, J. B. Farrell, Henry 
Sprain, P. J. Welter, B. Vita, and E. P. 
Ruh. After the election of the board of 
directors the company reorganized and 
elected the following officers: P. J. 
Faricy, president; Henry Sprain, vice- 
president; E. P. Ruh, manager and treas- 
urer. 


HANSKA, MInN.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Hanska Rural Telephone Co. 
the following officers were elected: Carl 
Olstad, president; Ole Peterson, vice- 
president; Clifford Helling, secretary- 
treasurer and manager. 

MANKATO, Minn.—At the recent meet- 
ing of the Blue Earth County Telephone 
Co. officers were elected for the ensuing 
year as follows: President, E. A. Upson; 
secretary, D. E. Bowen; treasurer, A. N. 
Olson. W. W. Harris and W. J. Wigley 
were elected directors for three years. 

Park Rapips, Minn.—The Park Rapids 
& Straight River Telephone Co. recently 
elected the following officers: P. D. Win- 
ship, president; E. C. Rouse, first vice- 
president; F. J. Campbell, second vice- 
president; Matt Shackman, treasurer, and 
D. W. Tilton, secretary. 

St. Paut, Minn.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the directors of the Tri-State 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. the following 
officers were re-elected: President, Geo. 
W. Robinson; vice-presidents, J. H. Lock- 
hart and E. P. Wells; secretary, C. B. 
Randall. 

SPRINGFIELD, Minn.—The officers of the 
Springfield Farmers & Citizens Telephone 
Co. for the ensuing year are: Dr. J. S. 
Shrader, president; A. G. Anderson, vice- 
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president; John Schmelz, secretary, and 
W. G. Frank, treasurer. 

Patmyra, Mo.—The Palmyra _ Telc- 
phone Co. held its annual meeting re- 
cently and elected the following directors: 
Geo. W. Pine, L. E. Frazier, T. C. Las- 
ley, L. C. Hendren and F. T. Staton. 
Judge Pine is president of the company; 
L. C. Hendren, vice-president; L. E. 
Frazier, secretary and treasurer, and F. 
T. Staton, manager. 

Co_tuMBus, On1o.—At the annual meet- 
ing of the Ohio State Telephone Co., 
Daniel D. McLaren, of Cincinnati, was 
elected a director to succeed Wm. Harde, 
of Toledo. The following directors were 
re-elected: Frank L, Beam, Mt. Vernon; 
Clarence Brown and J. K. Secor, Toledo; 
Charles A. Otis, Cleveland; James M. 
Hutton, Cincinnati; H. K. Kiefaber and 
A. McL. Marshall, Dayton; Henry B. 
Peters, Lancaster, and Frank A. Davis, 
F. L. Griffith, F. R. Huntington, C. Y. 
McVey, Samuel G. McMeen and E. R. 
Sharp, Columbus. 

Officers for the ensuing year were 
chosen as follows: Frank A. Davis, chair- 
man of the board; C. Y. McVey, presi- 
dent; F. R. Huntington and Frank L. 
Beam, vice-presidents; W. L. Cary, vice- 
president and secretary; H. B. Taylor, 
treasurer; C. J. Queen, general auditor. 

CascapE, W1s.—The Cascade Telephone 
Co. has elected the following directors 
for the ensuing year: A. P. Croghan, J. 
E. Hoffman, P. Hellmer, W. J. Joslin and 
H. W. Timmer. 

Miscellaneous. 

Merip1An, Miss.—The entire 1 ‘ephone 
plant heretofore operated by the Merid- 
ian Home Telephone Co. will be sold at 
public auction in the city of Meridian on 
May 14 to satisfy a certain mortgage 
executed to secure bonds issued by it. 











Counts the Calls 


This small set-back Rachet 
Counter registers one for each 
press of the thumb lever. In- 
stantly set back to zero by 
one turn of knob. Send for 
booklet giving complete de- 
scription of models. 


Keeping count of calls handled 
daily means keeping informed 
on traffic tendencies—keeping 
ahead of service requirements. 


Counters—attached to the keyboards 
—enable you to take periodic counts, 
give you data for forehanded manage- 
ment and show you the volume 
handled by each operator. 


Veeder Mfg. Co., 11 Sargeant St., Hartiord, Conn. 
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from firms that are equipped te 
supply the needs of the industry may 
be obtained by patrenizing the ad- 
vertisers on these pages. 
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JOHN A. ROEBLING’S 


TRENTON, N. J. 


SONS CO. 
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Blake Insulated Staples 


Unequalled for telephone and bell 
wiring. The fibre insulation pre- 
vents troublesome short circuits 
and grounds. 


4 Sizes 


Pat. Nov., 1900 
Write for Samples 


Blake Signal & Mfg. Co. 


BOSTON, MASS. 


tell the Advertiser you saw his Advertisement in TELEPHONY. 





